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 Last year, the Editorial Board built the tenth anniversary edition by recognizing 
the work of past editors-in-chief, editorial boards, and writers who contributed to the 
journal in its first ten years. This eleventh issue, by contrast, looks confidently into the 
future––forward into the next ten years, and beyond. As the Augsburg Honors Review 
grows, it is likely to change as it does from year to year with new editors-in-chief; and 
perhaps the journal will change its medium, but the journal will always continue to 
publish the research of undergraduates which reflect quality, thoughtfulness, and the 
ardent pursuit of knowledge in a myriad of disciplines. We aim to introduce our authors 
to publishing standards common in academia, and by doing so make visible the words 
of young scholars. 
 I owe a debt of gratitude to many for their work on this year’s journal. The 
Editorial Board, consisting of a small but capable group, gave both time and energy to 
the AHR despite having many other commitments. I thank too Managing Editor Gabriel 
Benson for his professionalism and willingness to find the printer who delivered the 
volume you hold in your hands. I extend my appreciation to Dr. Phil Adamo, the Honors 
Director, for his council and support. And I thank especially Dr. Stacy Freiheit who, 
though new to the AHR, proved herself both an advisor and a team member during this 
feat of endurance. For her confidence in me, and her kindness, I am grateful. 
 Please enjoy the pages that follow.
Abigail Tetzlaff
Editor-in-Chief
Introduction
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Abstract 
There is a long history of exploring Frankenstein through a feminist lens. A historical 
examination that explores Mary Shelley’s life and the literature that influenced her 
writing is key to understanding the feminist elements of Frankenstein. Additionally, 
this paper will call upon Judith Butler’s concept of gender performativity to examine 
the ways in which Victor’s monster constructs his own gender identity based upon his 
creator’s own flawed masculinity. Victor’s gender expression is defined by the time 
period in which he was created and also by the masculine literature of the time. While 
masculine literature helped to define both the monster’s and Victor’s gender, there is 
also a feminist current found within the text. When further examined, this feminist 
current reveals itself to be Mary Wollstonecraft’s work, Shelley’s mother, which 
functions to assert the feminist voice in the novel. In this analysis, gender construction 
and the creature’s birth will be examined. This paper asserts that the creature’s violent 
and toxic concept of gender stems from his parting with the De Lacey family, his books, 
and mainly from his relationship with his creator. Moreover, his gender construction is 
reinforced by his choice of victims and even further by how Victor responds to these 
killings. Furthermore, when the creature attempts to recreate Victor’s life the results 
only end in tragedy as the monster is not able to be part of the Social Contract Theory. In 
the end, Victor and the monster demonstrate the pitfalls of first-generation Romanticism 
and the inflation of self.
Jackie Docka
Augsburg University
Frankenstein: A Feminist 
Interpretation of Gender 
Construction
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 Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein provides a unique source for feminist interpretation 
and gender construction. As Diane Long Hoeveler explains, Frankenstein is a text that 
both depicts societal attitudes while also presenting an argument against them (Hoeveler 
48). It is difficult to say if Shelley herself comments on the gender roles of her time; 
however, her mother Mary Wollstonecraft discusses gender, and it is clear that Shelley is 
influenced by her mother’s work. With this history in mind, this examination will look at 
an older text through a modern lens. Shelley comments on a toxic conceptualization of 
the male gender and the ill effects associated with it, part of which is based on literature 
from her time period. This paper will explain how Victor’s monster conceptualizes his 
own gender to be more like his creator. More specifically, it also draws from Judith 
Butler’s concept of gender performativity and Zoe Beenstock’s article on Rousseau’s 
Social Contract Theory to assert an interpretation of gender construction. The monster’s 
gender is based on his own perverted perception of Victor’s gender. 
 This paper will first explore gender construction and the creature’s birth. Next, it 
will assert that the creature’s violent and toxic concept of gender stems from his parting 
with the De Lacey family, his books, and mainly from his relationship with his creator. 
Following that, it will examine how his gender construction is reinforced by his choice 
of victims and even further by how Victor responds to these killings. Furthermore, the 
analysis will argue that when the creature attempts to recreate Victor’s life the results 
only end in tragedy as the monster is not able to be part of the Social Contract Theory. In 
the end, Victor and the monster demonstrate the pitfalls of first-generation Romanticism 
and the inflation of self.  
 Simone de Beauvoir provides credence to the argument that gender is constructed. 
In her book The Second Sex, she distinguishes the difference between biological and 
the social cultural gender. Beauvoir explains, “[o]ne is not born, but rather becomes, 
a woman” (Beauvoir 269). Gender is a social and cultural construct compared to sex 
which is a biological definition of humans. Judith Butler’s idea of gender performativity 
also solidifies this argument. Gender performativity is the repeated process of imitating 
gender stereotypes or expectations (Butler 179). With these models in mind, the argument 
that the monster is female, as other feminist theorists have explored, is not what is 
being argued. Instead, this paper addresses how the monster’s gender is determined to 
be masculine. 
 As with humans, the monster’s gender is constructed through society and culture, 
but his image of gender is more complex than it is for most humans. Victor creates the 
monster outside of the birthing process found in all mammals. His creation is by one 
person, a man, without the help of a woman, and his very creation is outside of the norm 
(Shelley 56). In “‘Passages’ In Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein: Toward a Feminist Figure 
of Humanity?” Pon discusses the idea of masculine creation outside of the influence 
of the feminine. She contends that the monster, as a creation, is strictly masculine 
without the influence of the feminine. Further, Victor’s act of creation leaves behind the 
traditionally necessary female counterpart and this is further demonstrated by the deaths 
of women in the narrative (Pon 37). One common understanding is that the monster is 
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constructed partially from animals’ materials but this does not give a full understanding 
of his creation. The creature is not reanimated flesh and Victor must construct a brain for 
the creature, who is born with a new consciousness as he remembers when he first comes 
into being, “I remember the original era of my being: all of the events of that period 
appear confused and indistinct” (Shelley 99). He is never named because that would 
imply that he is human when he is not. In this way, the creature is still a biological birth, 
but not a human one. Victor creates life without a woman with his “instruments of life” 
(Shelley 56) and he infuses “a spark of being” (Shelley 56) into the monster.
 Pon argues that the masculine creation, built out of materials that should create 
beauty, instead creates horror. Victor is forced to enlarge the creature in order to create 
him and this adds to his monstrous appearance (Pon 38). Pon explains the consequences 
of the creation as, “[i]n the case of the creature, difference from the “universal shape” is 
rejected finally because it violates the ideal, self-reflecting image of Frankenstein” (Pon 
38). As Frankenstein progresses, the creature recreates the destruction or the erasure 
of the feminine much as Victor does in his endeavor when he creates the monster. 
Victor and the creature become one another (Pon 39). Pon extends this idea further 
by exploring the events of the creation of the female monster. The very creation of the 
female monster is a reiteration of Victor’s attempts to create something that reflects 
himself. The monster requests that “my companion will be of the same nature as myself, 
and will be content with the same fare” (qtd. in Pon 43). Pon equates this view as being 
in the same vein as how creation functions in Paradise Lost and in Genesis (Pon 43). 
Pon’s article provides a basis to discuss the interrelated nature of Victor and his creation. 
Her argument that the monster is strictly masculine due to his origin is helpful to the idea 
of gender construction. 
 Pon’s article extrapolates the origin of the masculine creation as a flawed one. 
She sees it in other facets of Shelley’s life. Both in her friends’ attempts to write a ghost 
story and in the act of rearing children, which is usually assigned to women. Mary 
Shelley, her husband Percy Shelley, Lord Byron, and John William Polidori all decided 
that they were going to write ghost stories. The only one of them who completed their 
story was Mary Shelley. Both Percy Shelley and Byron had little interest in raising their 
children. Shelley completed both her story and child rearing (Pon 37). Pon contends that 
this provides a stark contrast to the feminine creation presented by Shelley’s Frankenstein 
and her later editing of her husband’s work. Shelley did not turn away from her creations 
like the masculine figures in her text and she understood that creation came from the 
influences of others. In essence, creation cannot come from a single source or a void of 
others (Pon 40-41).  
 Victor is intentionally vague about his monster’s creation. The nature of the tale 
of Frankenstein is a story that is being narrated and encompassed by many. At one point, 
Victor is telling his tale to Walton. Later, once the tale is concluded, Walton asks Victor 
to reveal to him how the monster was created. Victor rejects his friends request saying, 
“‘[a]re you mad, my friend?’ said he; ‘or whither does your senseless curiosity lead you? 
Would you also create for yourself and the world a demoniacal enemy? Peace, peace! 
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learn my miseries, and do not seek to increase your own’” (Shelley 203). Victor attempts 
to keep Walton, and quite possibly any future readers, from making the same mistake, 
and he refuses to give the specifics of how to create life without a woman. 
 After the creature was born, he progresses quite quickly through his childhood 
years (Shelley 99-102). He is denied society and therefore culture by his creator and other 
humans. He is again outside of a traditional development or creation. His first interactions 
with humans are not ideal (Shelley 102). That being said, these early interactions did not 
influence his final monstrous murderous self. Although he is abandoned by his creator and 
is feared by other humans, he still manages to feel and desire love and empathy for the 
De Laceys, who live in the cottage where he secretly cohabitates. The monster explains 
these feelings as “I felt the sensations of a peculiar and overpowering nature; they were a 
mixture of pain and pleasure, such as I had never before experienced, either from hunger 
or cold, warm or food; and I withdrew from the window, unable to bear these emotions” 
(Shelley 104). Even though the family constitutes a source of society and culture for the 
monster, he finds himself outside of a typical relationship by being unable to interact with 
the family. His gender is ultimately determined by the consequences he experiences when 
he tries to commune with the De Laceys.
 The De Laceys, if they had accepted the creature, could have been a source of 
a positive model of gender construction and even one that is feminist. The children, 
though different sexes, share the work of the household (Shelley 105). Felix and his 
father both treat Agatha and Safie with respect (Shelley 114). Safie’s very identity 
counters the stereotypical views of women in the text and during this time (Shelley 
120-123). In Joyce Zonana’s “‘They Will Prove the Truth of My Tale’: Safie’s Letters 
as the Feminist Core of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,” argues that there is feminist 
ideology found within Safie’s letters. The feminist ideology is Mary Wollstonecraft’s. In 
A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Wollstonecraft argues that “women have rational 
souls” (Zonana 171). This is evident in Shelley’s use of the Arabian woman, Safie. 
When the creature finally attempts to make himself known to the cottagers he is greeted 
with violence from Felix and is driven from the cottage (Shelley 131). Again, he is 
scorned by people he believes could and should love him. Even though he is shunned by 
them, he does not kill them like he does with Victor’s family. 
 An additional source of gender construction for the creator could be the texts 
that the monster finds (Shelley 124). These texts also help to reinforce a toxic model 
of gender and masculinity. As Pon explores the reiteration of the story of Genesis in 
Paradise Lost, Goethe’s Werther, Plutarch’s Parallel Lives, and Milton’s Paradise 
Lost can be possibly viewed as text that reiterates outdated models of gender which are 
possibly unhealthy ones.  
 Zonana also considers the reading list of both Shelley and Frankenstein’s 
monster to provide further evidence of Wollstonecraft’s influence. Zonana argues 
that another shared text is Wollstonecraft’s writings (Zonana 173). In this regard, the 
feminist message found in Wollstonecraft’s writing is also found in Safie’s letters. 
Zonana credits other researchers for finding Safie or Safie’s mother to be symbols of 
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Wollstonecraft. Zonana explains that both Safie and her mother reject “Mahometanism,” 
which Wollstonecraft sees as an oppressive source that seeks to keep women from being 
viewed as rational beings (Zonana 173). Wollstonecraft also sees Milton as a propagator 
of this same problematic view of women. With these views in mind, Safie plays the 
embodiment of Wollstonecraft’s arguments (Zonana 173).
 What is most influential to the creature’s gender construction is his relationship 
with Victor. The creator is the one who should be most able to love the monster, but 
instead he is the first to turn from the creature (Shelley 57). He is repulsed by his 
creation and even questions his obligations to his progeny (Shelley 141). The creature 
knows how his creator feels about him. When they meet again, the monster states that he 
“expected this reception” (Shelley 96). The creature knows that Victor will not respond 
well to him and that Victor is still disgusted by him. 
 Victor’s own gender construction is not an ideal model for the creature. Victor 
represents an embodiment of first generation Romantics. His “big personality” or nature 
that attracts so many to him is dangerous for the people he loves. This personality is largely 
applied to men of the first generation Romantics. This concept makes a platform for 
Victor to understand and imitate his gender as masculine. Shelley creates Victor with these 
characteristics to illustrate how a flawed creation of gender can have horrible consequences. 
 Victor’s representation is a stark contrast to the character Safie, who embodies 
a different understanding of gender construction. Zonana argues that Safie continues 
Wollstonecraft’s critique of gender construction. Zonana explains Wollstonecraft’s 
concept of gender construction when she states in her article:
  Not only does she assert that what has been regarded as “body” is  
  also “spirit,” but she criticizes hierarchical dualism itself, insisting that  
  Western culture’s valuation of “spirit” over “body,” “Man” over   
  “Nature,” “masculine” over “feminine” is a destructive philosophical  
  commitment. In doing so, she approaches the perspective of   
  contemporary ecofeminists. Who assert not simply that women and  
  nature have souls, and thus have rights, but that the devaluation of  
  the body inherently found in Western culture, is itself problematic.  
  (Zonana 172) 
Victor is an iteration of the gender separation that Wollstonecraft considers problematic. 
This is demonstrated throughout the events of Frankenstein. 
 Victor’s nature, and by extension his gender construction, is the cause of many 
of the novel’s dilemmas. It leads to the creation of the monster and to the death of 
his loved ones. He is unable to take accountability for his actions outside of torturing 
himself internally (Shelley 79, 82, 86), so much so that he allows Justine to die instead of 
admitting his fault publicly (Shelley 86). He is afraid of the female creature, whether this 
is sexually or because of the contract between the creature and himself, this illustrates 
another problematic facet of his gender or identity through his actions (Shelley 160). His 
very pursuit of knowledge that culminates in the creation of the monster is ultimately 
not only his downfall but the downfall of the people he loves as well (Shelley 49-55). 
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He is unable to protect his loved ones from this mistake. He leaves a trail of death 
wherever he goes. No one is safe from Victor’s gender construction and therefore his 
actions, especially the monster who explains that he will go to his death at the end of 
the novel (Shelley 214-215). In more ways than one, Victor is a truly flawed man and 
a poor example of male gender. The creature incorporates Victor’s gender construction 
into himself. 
 Rousseau’s Social Contract Theory provides insight into how gender operated 
during Shelley’s time. The Social Contract Theory is “the view that persons’ moral and/
or political obligations are dependent upon a contract or agreement among them to form 
the society in which they live” (“Social Contract Theory”). One scholar, Zoe Beenstock, 
argues that Rousseau is another pivotal text to Mary Shelley’s writing. Beenstock 
explains that Rousseau believes that females are considered outside of his Social Contract 
Theory. She argues that this is reflected in the creature, as a representation of women, 
and in women who are viewed as threats to society because of their uncontrollability 
(Beenstock 409). The exclusion of women from Social Contract Theory and the idea that 
the creature is a proxy for excluded women can explain the creature’s victim choices.
The monster’s murders are perpetrated against those outside of Rousseau’s Social 
Contract Theory, specifically women and children, and are an attempt for the monster 
to assert himself as a part of Rousseau’s contract. In this formulation, Victor is the 
only character who participates in Rousseau’s concept as he is an adult man. When the 
monster murders his victims, he is confirming that women and children are not part of 
the contract and that he wields power over them just as Victor does. The murders of 
those related to Victor are a means to exist and actively participate in Rousseau’s Social 
Contract and in earnest to be considered both human and male. The creature murders 
so that he can hold the same social standing as Victor in Social Contract Theory. The 
children who are excluded from the contract and murdered by the monster are William 
and Justine. William, even though he is male, represents this exclusion. William is 
considered under the care of Victor because he is a child. He is not an independent agent. 
Once the monster discovers that the child is related to Victor, the monster decides to kill 
him (Shelley 138). Justine, who is also a child under Victor’s care, is killed because she 
is unable to view the monster as anything but monstrous and is not willing to have sex 
with him (Shelley 139). The creature’s murders are sexually motivated and directed by 
who is excluded from the Social Contract Theory. 
 It is now relevant to return to Beenstock’s discussion of Social Contract 
Theory and how this, in turn, affects the female creature’s creation and destruction in 
Frankenstein:
  This leaves women, who are not political subjects, but who Rousseau  
  does perceive as having wills of their own, in a precarious position as  
  possible threats to society—potentially beyond the control of society...  
  Frankenstein suggests the social values that produce the monster  
  cannot  be extended to women. Yet women may nonetheless demand  
  them, hence Victor’s concern that the female creature may resist her  
  partner’s authority. (Beenstock 416-417)
15
Augsburg Honors Review
As Victor undertakes the endeavor to create the female creature, he fears that she will 
not adhere to the contract that Victor and the monster follow. He fears the possibility 
that she will not submit to the creature and that their possible children will not either 
(Shelley 161). Victor’s monsters will not only be threats to society but will also not 
be considered political subjects. This is a repeat of the concept that both women and 
children are outside of Rousseau’s model. For this reason, Victor destroys the female 
creature which in turn leads to the destruction of Elizabeth (Shelley 163). The responses 
between Victor and the creature helps to construct the monster’s gender. The death of 
both of their mates are consequences which help to police both parties’ version of overly 
aggressive gender.  
 The murders of those outside of Rousseau’s theory, specifically William, Justine, 
Elizabeth, and Henry, influence Victor’s willingness to create a mate for the creature 
(Shelley 142). On the subject of Elizabeth’s death, for the purpose of this argument, both 
her and Henry are considered Victor’s lovers. This is not to say that Henry and Victor 
are romantically involved but that the composite of Elizabeth and Henry is one that the 
monster wishes for in the female creature. Henry is a lifelong companion of Victor who 
shares his interests and the burdens of life. Both of these characters symbolizes the very 
thing that Victor denies the creature. In this regard, all of the victims of the monster are 
people who belong to Victor, either through them actively choosing the relationship, 
like Henry, or through familial bonds which are in turn reinforced by Victor’s position 
in Social Contract Theory. The children, William and Justine, are seen as Victor’s by 
the creature because of Victor’s position as an adult male. A piece of evidence that is 
particularly telling is in the fact that Victor’s adult brother, Ernest, is the only one who 
survives (Shelley 191). He is outside of Victor’s influence as he is not a child and not a 
woman (or lover). 
 The monster’s interactions with Victor and his victim choice all serve as a 
source of Butler’s gender performance. It is these actions that define the monster as 
masculine in terms of a toxic and outdated model of man. This model is an extremely 
limited version of what a man is. While the creature is considered a very articulate 
“man” he struggles with violence that often predates his emotional expression to others 
(Shelley 202). He depicts what he believes to be masculine but what is actually a twisted 
representation of the gender that is understood as aggressive sexuality. 
 Feminist theory provides new insight into Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. The 
analyses by Zonana and Pon articulates clear proof of the existence of the feminist 
subtext in Shelley’s work. Their work, which identifies the existence of Wollstonecraft’s 
influence and contemplates the masculine creation of the monster, heavily influences 
this discussion of gender construction.
 Moreover, Hoeveler’s concise history of feminist theory and interpretation 
gives a clear progression of how Frankenstein came to be reinterpreted by a new school 
feminist of thought. Additionally, her claim that Frankenstein is a text that depicts 
societal attitudes while also showcasing an argument against them is fundamental to this 
paper. Shelley’s depiction of the monster and his creator is in part commenting on the ill 
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effects of a distorted understanding of masculinity. The creature’s gender construction 
relies heavily on his creator’s gender. As the monster attempts to construct a gender for 
himself, he turns to violent and sexual acts that represent Butler’s gender performativity. 
Rousseau’s Social Contract Theory also provides a key to interpreting the creature’s 
victim choice. The monster and his subsequent actions are the results of a dangerous 
model of gender that exemplifies the problems with equating masculine with aggression 
and violence. 
17
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Abstract 
For nearly two decades, Islamic radicalization and the growth and development of 
global Islamism has dominated public media and policymaking discourse in Europe and 
America. Faced with terrorist attacks perpetrated by “home-grown” radicals, in Britain 
and across Europe and America, countering Islamic extremism from within has become 
a national and international priority. Hence, an understanding of what motivates some 
Muslims living in the west to reject so-called “western values” has been key. In the UK, 
government programs such as Prevent have sought, not uncontroversially, to identify 
“extremism” within communities before it becomes violent (Home Office 2011). Yet, 
overlooked in this discourse is an appreciation of Islamism’s origins and what might have 
made it appealing in Britain before 9/11 and the War on Terror. Analysis which values 
the long term causes of the British Muslim community’s marginalization in its own 
right is comparatively rare. Addressing this deficit I will argue, using East London as a 
case study, that understanding British Muslims as a community which felt its religion, 
values, and worldview to be under attack is key to understanding why many in Britain’s 
Muslim community began to turn to Islam for solutions to their political grievances.
Katherine Pye
Laidlaw Scholar, University of Oxford 
A Community Under Attack: The 
Foundations and Development of 
Islamism in London
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 Clarifying a definition of Islamism is challenging. Definitions of “Islamist” used 
by politicians and the media have been robbed of theoretical significance, becoming 
synonymous with “extremist,” “radical,” “fundamentalist,” and “terrorist.”  As the 
Council on American-Islamic Relations criticised in 2013, “unfortunately, the term 
‘Islamist’ has become shorthand for ‘Muslims we don’t like,’” arguing that “the key issue 
with the term ‘Islamist’ is not its continued use; the issue is its use almost exclusively 
as an ill-defined pejorative” (Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) 2013). 
For the purposes of this analysis, however, reclaiming Islamism in its purest sense is a 
useful endeavour. The term has the capacity to reflect an important shift taking place in 
this period, which can be located in a narrative of global Islamic revivalism. Islamism 
will therefore be defined in a thinner sense as outlined by Sheri Berman: “the belief that 
Islam should guide social and political as well as personal life” (Berman 2003). In short 
Islamism is living one’s life in accordance with Islamic principles, not just in the home 
but also following Qur’anic teaching on good governance. This parsimonious definition 
of Islamism permits a much broader and holistic focus on the wider changes taking place 
in the Muslim community at the time, including but not limited to the radicalization of 
young Muslims beginning in the mid-1990s.
 The vast majority of the literature on the British Muslim identity, social 
marginalization, and the shift towards Islamism focuses on Muslim reactions to 9/11. 
Muslim reactions to British foreign policy in Iraq and Afghanistan after 9/11 have been 
thoroughly examined, especially the ways in which the policies led to marginalization 
and the spread of anti-Western messages (Brighton 2007). However, it is increasingly 
recognized that the role of pre-9/11 events have been comparatively underexplored. 
In order to understand the development of Islam in Britain today, including the issue 
of radicalization, it is crucial to fully appreciate the long-term circumstances of its 
emergence. My paper, using the East London Muslim community, will analyze a chain of 
local, national, and global events to show that by the time policymakers were focussing 
on Islamic fundamentalism after 9/11, what they were analyzing was the culmination, 
not the beginning of an issue. As Jonathan Bronitsky argued in his study of the impact 
of the Bosnian war on Muslim radical groups in Britain:
 Unfortunately, attempts to decipher the emergence of this phenomenon have 
occasionally been impaired by myopia. Members of the media, policymakers and 
academics alike have often attributed Muslim radicalization solely to the West’s 
military action in Iraq and Afghanistan... (Bronitsky 2010)
 My study analyzes the era from 1988, the year of the publication of Salman 
Rushdie’s Satanic Verses and an ideological turning point in relations between Muslims 
and non-Muslims in the West, to 1997, the election of a new Labour government. 
The year 1997 marked a transition into a new era of foreign policy towards Muslim 
countries, the emergence of Islamic terrorism as a policy priority in Britain, and in 
domestic policy towards British Muslims. Many long-standing grievances under the 
Conservative government from 1979, such as lack of public funding for Islamic schools 
and the inclusion of religious status as a question in national censuses, were answered. 
21
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The decade from 1988-1997, as a result, was a formative period in the formation of a 
British Muslim identity and answering why by the end of the 20th century many turned 
to Islamic or Qur’an-based solutions to these grievances.
 In the years 1988-1997, the beginning of the decade leading up to 9/11, British 
Muslims felt themselves under attack on two fronts. Firstly, there was a widespread 
perception that Islamic values were being threatened by an onslaught of western 
civilization. There were fears that, in particular, secular attitudes towards topics such 
as gender relations, community values, and family life threatened Islamic principles 
and could prompt irreligion or even apostasy. Secondly, Muslims in Britain felt 
physically under attack, subject to violence and islamophobia from non-Muslims. This 
was directly experienced by Muslims in the East End in the form of racist attacks; 
however, it also concerned a heightened alertness to the persecution of Muslims 
abroad, locating themselves in a wider global context. Hence, different geographical 
conceptualizations of “community” will also be crucial to the study by exploring the 
various ways in which the Muslims in the East End dealt with this perception of attack, 
and how these reactions formed part of a global picture. Often these reactions involved 
a rejection of the assimilation policies promoted by the Conservative Party. Reactions 
were visible in the work of community groups which identified themselves as protecting 
Islam from secularism. However, reactions also included a shift in younger Muslims 
towards literalist interpretations of Islam. Yet, what all reactions had in common was a 
widespread shift to look for answers to these problems within the Islamic community 
on a local, national, and global level. This is hugely important in explaining why some 
young Muslims became susceptible to radicalization. 
Methodology and East London as a case study 
In understanding the British Muslim identity and the origins of radicalization it is vital 
to study the community in East London. The East London Mosque in Whitechapel 
during the period analyzed in my study was the largest in the UK at approximately 
60,000 patrons, as well as one of the oldest, with origins dating back to 1910 (The 
Muslim News 1990). Its predominantly Bangladeshi congregation covered the Tower 
Hamlets, Bethnal Green, Stepney, much of Hackney, and played an important part in 
leadership of the national Muslim community, home to organizations such as the Islamic 
Forum for Europe, the Young Muslims Organization (YMO), as well as the Muslim 
Educational Trust. Testament to these, the East London mosque in the early 1990s gained 
a reputation as both a more radical and a more youth-oriented center compared to the 
more culturally Islamic Bangladeshi Brick Lane Great Mosque. The work of John Eade 
and David Garbin have highlighted the importance of the ideological cleavage between 
these two places of worship, and in particular the conflict between secular Bangladeshis 
celebrating Bangladeshi New Year with music and dance, and the “fierce condemnation” 
this brought from the East London Mosque’s leaders who saw it as “unIslamic” (Eade 
and Garbin 2006). The reputation of the mosque has continued into the present day, 
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exemplified most recently by the media focus on events such as the radicalization of 
Shameena Begum, who left her home in Bethnal Green to marry a fighter for the so-
called Islamic State in 2015 (Halliday, Gani and Johnston 2015).
 East London as a wider area is of central importance in the history of the British 
Muslim identity and the development of Islamism. It has historically been one of the most 
multicultural areas in Britain and the history of districts such as Brick Lane document 
the associated frictions and conflicts. Cultures often clashed and a particularly severe 
stretch of racial violence against the Bangladeshi community arose in the early 1990s, 
a violent culmination of long running and smaller National Front attacks on immigrant 
communities in the 1970s (Gilman 2014, 171). The Muslim response to racial attacks in 
the East End exemplified particularly well how an Islamic religious identity, rather than 
racially-oriented identity, achieved the primacy it has today for British Muslims.
 Yet most importantly, one of the main reasons East London gives a particularly 
valuable insight into the development of British Islamism is through the opening of new 
archives at the East London Mosque in 2015, the first mosque ever in the UK to do so. 
The invaluable insight into the development of a community and Islamic identity this 
gave is unparalleled. Along with personal memoirs, local and national news reports, 
metropolitan archival records from the council and a detailed analysis of the burgeoning 
British Muslim newspapers in this era, which have been comparatively understudied, 
they form the bulk of the evidence used in my report. Whilst the development of an 
Islamic identity in East London has thus far been studied from a sociological and 
anthropological perspective, the archives opened up a new way of understanding British 
Islam in this period as a historical process. 
 The study will move forward in four main stages. Chapter One will examine the 
failure of authority figures to deal with racism in East London and how that affected the 
formation of a Muslim identity during the period 1988-1997. Chapter Two will move 
on to look at the experiences of British Muslims as a group who felt their religious way 
of life to be under attack. This chapter includes two case studies to assess the ways in 
which Muslims responded: the ongoing campaign for single-sex Muslim schools and the 
Muslim Women’s Helpline. Chapter Three will detail the effect of ummah on Muslim 
reactions to British foreign policy and global affairs during this period. Discussion 
will center around Muslim reactions to the publication of The Satanic Verses, the first 
Gulf War, and the massacre of Bosnian Muslims from 1992 onwards. These events led 
many Muslims in London to translate their own experiences of discrimination into a 
global landscape of anti-Muslim persecution. The final chapter will explore how all 
these factors combined to create a wider sense among Muslims that they were under 
attack and directly contributed to the growth of Islamism and the spread of anti-Western 
messages among Muslim youth. 
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Chapter One: Racism, discrimination and the British Muslim 
identity
“If you refuse to be ‘black’ or ‘Asian’ you don’t exist” (Nahdi and Versi 1995)
 The vast majority of British Muslims were of South Asian, Pakistani, Indian, 
or Bangladeshi origin. This meant that most British Muslims looked distinct from white 
Britons and, like other ethnic minorities, they experienced racism from ethno-nationalist 
groups throughout the late 20th century. Often in the form of violent physical and verbal 
attacks on the streets, it took place in a context where Muslims suffered disproportionately 
from poverty, poor education and, particularly in Tower Hamlets, homelessness. An 
inadequate response from the authorities, this chapter will argue, had a direct effect on 
the Muslim community in the East End: they gave up on looking to the establishment 
for help and began to look for solutions to these problems within their own ranks. More 
specifically, faith became a central factor in social care efforts which had an important 
impact on the religious identity of British Muslims living in the East End.
 One of the most multicultural areas in London, the East End and particularly 
districts such as Brick Lane, experienced prolonged stretches of racist violence towards 
South Asians. The 1970s saw significant amounts of violence shown towards all people 
of color, including Bangladeshis; most famously the violent murder of Bengali Altab 
Ali in 1978 by racists happened in Tower Hamlets. This incident was enshrined into the 
local memory when Altab Ali Park was opened in his remembrance (Gilman 2014, 171). 
However, this legacy of violence towards first generation immigrants continued to affect 
young Muslims born to immigrant families in Britain. In particular, violence escalated 
in the period 1991-92, leading up to the election of a British National Party (BNP) 
Councillor in Millwall, Tower Hamlets. The BNP, a far-right nationalist party, famously 
advocated the repatriation of immigrants of color. In February 1992 Bangladeshis set 
up a rival organization, the Tower Hamlets Anti-Fascist Committee, and 1,500 British 
Bangladeshis marched on April 6th against a BNP election rally taking place that day 
(The Muslim News 1992). This escalation set in motion a series of tit-for-tat attacks, 
including a violent clash in Aldgate in 1993 in which BNP supporters entered Brick 
Lane to distribute leaflets, some performing Nazi salutes and some damaging Asian 
restaurants on the street (Choudhary 1993).
 While these experiences alienated a close knit local community, it was 
the response of the authorities that really changed their approach. There was a deep 
mistrust of the police and their ability to protect Bengali residents; it was the police who 
permitted the BNP supporters to march through Bengali areas. There was particular 
Muslim grievance with the police response to young Bangladeshi men, frequently targets 
of racists. Begum Suratan Nessa, whose son was in a coma following a beating from 
racists, gained national coverage when she protested the acquittal of the attacker without 
charge. “I am frightened” she commented, “those who almost killed him will feel even 
more confident now” (Meyers 1995). Politicians in the area proved unconcerned with 
the violence against immigrant communities. Rather than defending the Bangladeshis, 
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leaflets from Newham South Conservative Association argued Labour were taking part 
in “ethnic cleansing,” preventing white tenants from public housing (Choudhary, Riots 
in the East End 1993). Meanwhile, the Liberal Democrats were famously accused of 
pandering to BNP arguments when their party activists issued leaflets which linked 
black and Asian people with the area’s housing shortages. Even Labour, traditionally a 
party of antiracist campaigning had PR problems in January 1994 with two prominent 
resignations of the Secretary and Chairwoman of Labour in Millwall over the party’s 
anti-racist stance made them quit. They commented, “the BNP came in with a slogan 
of “rights for whites” and local people said: “that’ll do for me.” We think that on the 
housing issue local people should be listened to, and as a result we are called all sorts of 
things” (Wintour 1994). 
 Crucially, this response to racism on the streets took place in a context where 
Bangladeshi Muslims suffered disproportionately from homelessness and poverty, 
and their children were more likely to leave school without any qualifications. For 
instance, according to reports from the Tower Hamlets Homeless Families Campaign in 
1988, 95% of families living in temporary bed and breakfast accommodation were of 
Bangladeshi origin (Tower Hamlets Homeless Families Campaign 1988). Episodes of 
cruelty and racism arose from this, such as allegations of abuse of Bangladeshi families 
at a hotel in Finsbury park (Asian Times 1984), as well as evictions, one of which 
involved 70 Bengali homeless families and a case at the High Court (Tower Hamlets 
Homeless Families Campaign 1988). These problems were intimately linked to the 
physical, racial attacks Muslims experienced; the same lukewarm and uncoordinated 
official response pervaded the response to Muslim social welfare concerns. This was 
particularly manifest in the Liberal Democrat councillor’s response to housing problems 
discussed above. Tower Hamlets liberal councillor Andrew Goodchild caused local 
outrage and was referred to the Commission on Racial Equality for his remarks that 
“because of the cultural patterns of the Bangladeshi community they will accept a degree 
of overcrowding for longer periods than is usual among the rest of the community…
an awful lot of people in the existing community say it’s unfair that their children don’t 
have a chance of getting accommodation in the community” (Hackney Gazette and 
North London Advertiser 1989).
 However, in dealing with these problems the extent to which Muslims looked 
to antiracism campaigning for help was limited. Instead, the role of religious groups 
in poverty alleviation and social work was increased. The limited relevance has been 
explored in the findings of sociologists such as Robert Miles and Nassar Meer, the latter 
who claims that the “poverty of understanding” when it came to race meant that Muslims 
were twice as oppressed compared to other religious groups who had their religious 
status recognised (Meer 2010, 75-76). Yet, the extent to which a limited response from 
the authorities prompted the community to take matters of social welfare into their 
own hands has been underexplored. Greater London Council (GLC) records display a 
surge in community associations identifying as “Muslim” in name applying for funding 
during the 1980s1. From Clapton Muslim Welfare Association to the Hackney Muslim 
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Council and the Pakistan Muslim Welfare Association combined religious education with 
poverty alleviation and social welfare activities. Their constitutions were testament to this 
emerging, distinctively Islamic form of social welfare. For instance, Hackney Muslim 
Council stated their top two objectives as “To promote unity amongst the Muslims” and 
“To organize social, religious, cultural, educational, political and sports activities [for the 
unemployed] in the interest of the Muslims” (Hackney Muslim Council). The East London 
mosque also increased its existing services in letter writing, social work and translation as 
well as activities for young people. It played a crucial role in bridging the divide between 
religious practice and poverty alleviation. In their own words: 
  East London is suffering from decades of urban neglect and   
  deprivation, a rising rate of crime and racial harassment. The almost  
  indifferent and apathetic attitude of the central and local authorities  
  leaves the mosque with no other option than to try to fill this gap  
  and support the community in whatever way it can with its scant   
  resources. (Honorary Secretary 1985)
Significantly, many of these Muslim groups included youth work in their social care 
programmes, with Clapton Muslims Welfare Association developing a lively new 
Youth Sub-Committee registered with the authorities. Alongside “discussions, lectures, 
meetings on religious, family, cultural, economic, social and other topics of interest 
to the community” their main pledge was “to work for the cause and to promote the 
understanding of Islam, and to strengthen the bonds of Islamic brotherhood in the 
community” (Clapton Muslim Welfare Association 1980). These events took place in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s, before main period of analysis within this study. However, 
they are crucial in understanding how faith was instilled in a younger group of Muslims. 
The combination of social work and religion played a fundamental role in raising a new 
generation who were more religiously aware and had durable effects on young Muslims 
throughout the 1990s discussed in the following chapters. 
The failure of racial politics and the rise of a religious identity 
Racial attacks and discrimination, as we have seen, led to a galvanisation of the Muslim 
community in the East End, marginalized by the slow responses of the authorities to the 
racial issues. Yet the increased response from mosques and Muslim organizations as 
providers of social services were not recognised in the official response. This included the 
response from anti-racism campaigners, local authorities, politicians and the Commission 
for Racial Equality (CRE) which was established by the Race Relations Act in 1976 
as a public, non-departmental body to promote racial equality. The problems Muslims 
faced in Tower Hamlets and in Muslim areas across the country were seen as “color” 
 London Metropolitan Archives holds records of all GLC funding applications. This includes: GLC/RA/
GR/03/036: ‘Clapton Muslim Welfare Association’, GLC/RA/GR/03/07: ‘Hackney Muslim Sports Council’, GLC/
RA/GR/03/107: ‘Pakistan Muslim Welfare Association’.
1
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problems, rather than as religious persecution which many believed it was. Muslims, 
due to their predominantly Bangladeshi origin were characterised as “brown,” “Asian,” 
or even “black” by the Commission on Racial Equality (CRE) and antiracist politicians 
on the left such as Diane Abbott, the latter who claimed in an open letter opposing the 
Gulf War “blacks in Hackney were feeling the repercussions” despite that the violence 
was disproportionately against Muslims as a specific group (Hackney Gazette and North 
London Advertiser 1991). The more Muslims felt failed and unprotected by the politics 
of race, the more they identified with and were united by their religion.
 This frustration at the response of the authorities in dealing with this issue led to 
an outpouring of anger from representatives of the Muslim community, largely directed 
at the CRE. The national Muslim press, beginning with The Muslim News, founded in 
1989 by Muslims from Wembley in the wake of the controversy surrounding Salman 
Rushdie’s Satanic Verses, wrote articles hostile towards the CRE. In particular, they 
criticised its racialized view of minority rights, pushing instead for a recognition of 
religious identity. This is best reflected in a public letter to The Times from Faud Nahdi 
and Ahmed Versi, the editors of Q News and The Muslim News respectively, the two 
widest read Muslim newspapers in the country. Their words not only explain the hostility 
of the Muslim press to the CRE but the extent to which, by 1995, a self-consciously 
religious identity had crystallised in reaction to antiracist efforts. They declared that 
their newspapers were boycotting the black CRE Chairman Herman Ouseley’s call for 
“ethnic minority editors” to support the CRE’s anti-racism measures. They claimed that 
the British reputation for tolerance “is being seriously undermined by the actions and 
attitudes of those who seem intent on refusing to accept and respect our Muslim identity.” 
They saw Ouseley’s call as of “no consequence” to their community, but “most probably 
we will not be missed…because if you refuse to be “black” or “Asian” you don’t exist” 
(Nahdi and Versi 1995).
 Their hostility towards being classified by skin colour over religion stemmed 
from a widespread feeling that antiracist campaigners and secular Britons in general 
did not understand the importance of the Islamic faith to its adherents. For instance, in 
1992 non-Muslim filmmakers at Channel 4 made a documentary named “The Story 
of a Community,” exploring the Bangladeshi Muslim community in the East End. The 
documentary attempted to understand the social and economic problems Muslims in the 
area faced. Yet the Q News TV review of the programme provided a telling reaction to 
mainstream British interpretations of South Asian culture. The programme was criticised 
for its coverage of religious problems, which were “as usual, abandoned” (Khan 1992). 
It claimed the 1992 violence was primarily “anti-Islamic” and that this led to “the older 
generation becoming defensive…and the younger generation even more disenchanted”. 
Yet the Muslim reaction to the documentary took pride that despite the misunderstandings 
of the non-Muslim filmmaker, a strong Islamic message shone through. 
 It may not have been the producers’ intention to look at the role religious identity 
plays in the lives of Bangladeshis in East London but the interviewees tended to speak for 
themselves when they identified religion as an important part of their lives. (Khan 1992)
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 This rejection of categorisation by race in favour of a strong reliance on a 
community of Muslims to solve their problems went unnoticed by the authorities into the 
later 1990s. Yet this development is vital to understanding the foundations of Islamism 
in Britain; feeling besieged and insecure, Muslims stopped looking to secular anti-racist 
groups and the authorities for protection and towards their religion. In a fundamental 
sense they resorted to Islamism, putting faith at the center of issues which might have 
once fallen outside the remit of the mosque such as social welfare and legal protection. 
It was the beginning of a process in which, feeling their faith under attack, they looked 
to defend themselves looking back at the essentials of Islam and its role in the social 
lives of Muslims. As will be explored in the following chapter, the practice of defending 
Islam as at the center of a Muslim’s identity became politicised from the 1980s onwards. 
Chapter 2: Attack on Islamic principles
“Islam is not something that can be learnt and adhered to overnight. It must be lived, 
breathed and fostered until it cannot be separated from life itself”- Union of Muslim 
Organizations (Union of Muslim Organizations 1975, 10)
 
Secular culture, western values and the media
Aside from attacks by racists in the street, facing discrimination and poverty, the growing 
importance of a religious identity meant that many Muslims in the East End increasingly 
felt their religious principles to be under attack just as strongly by secular, western values. 
Government policy did not recognise religious groups in census data and refused to fund 
Muslim schools. Yet there was a wider sense in the community that there was an insidious 
media and secular culture which sought to discredit Islam and push Muslims to abandon 
their faith. Two ideas were particularly powerful in prompting a defensive attitude from 
Muslims. First, the idea that Muslim women were being corrupted by promiscuity and 
irreligion in Western society was powerful. They were seen as particularly vulnerable 
to the effects of gender mixing, for instance. Secondly, elderly and especially devout 
Muslims worried young Muslims would assimilate into Western culture, losing their 
faith and Islamic values along the way, either to Christianity or secularism.
 This sentiment can be observed in varying degrees of strength across the 
community. Among more radical, youth-centered organizations such as the Young 
Muslims Organization (YMO) it was particularly explicit. The YMO, founded in 1988, 
served the younger members of East London Mosque’s congregation (Sookhdeo 2015). 
For instance, the group’s constitution celebrated a cultural wing of Dawatul Islam as 
providing “creative, meaningful and wholesome cultural alternatives to the decadent 
unislamic culture, and combat the dirty and morally repugnant literature” (YMO 1990). 
There was an active sense that they had to fight back, as “just as the weather is cold 
and dry, so are the British people in their attitude towards religion.” They claimed, “we 
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are entrusted to convey the words of Allah…all the more, to the young Bangladeshi 
Muslims who have kept their faiths rekindled, despite the adverse propaganda by the 
media against Islam” (YMO 1990). There was a fear that, as analyzed by McRoy, future 
generations of Muslims would become “brown Sahibs” like Rushdie himself, who hate 
their culture, becoming “morally lose” or apostate (McRoy 2006, 14).
 However, concerns, albeit less strongly worded, were widespread across the 
community. Alcohol and sex outside marriage were strictly condemned as haram under 
Islamic teaching, yet were openly condoned in mainstream British culture. While for 
many the greater danger posed by mainstream British society was atheism, the threat 
of Christianity as a rival faith also loomed. For instance, the Church of England’s 
announcement of a “decade of Evangelism” a few months after the end of the Gulf 
War was received very negatively by the community. Dr Badawi, speaking after an 
emergency meeting of the Imams and Mosques Council and the Muslim College, 
claimed the Church was targeting “Muslims in the UK in order to bring our young 
generation into the Christian fold. Muslims are being discriminated against in education, 
housing and other social services.” He argued that strengthening “Islam in this part 
of the world” or “internal resistance” and in particular, targeting young people would 
“counter the Christian threat” (The Muslim News 1991). 
 Two influential Muslim campaigns, both centered in London are valuable 
examples of the actions many in the community took to preserve their religious principles 
against what they perceived to be an attack. First, a vigorous, long running campaign 
to secure public funding for Muslim single-sex schools. Second, the establishment of 
a helpline providing Islamic solutions to social problem facing Muslim women. Taken 
together, these two London-based campaigns are revealing of a much wider sense of 
unease and victimhood within the Islamic community with the impact western secular 
society was having on British Muslims. Not only did Muslims feel dislocated as outlined 
in the previous chapter, but during this period began to organize to defend the Islamic 
values that set them apart in the first place.
Public funding for Muslim schools
The most immediate and direct way in which Muslims in the 1990s felt their religious 
principles to be threatened directly by government policy was over the issue of Muslim 
schools. The lack of public funding, or what many Muslims saw as the government’s 
refusal to fund single sex Islamic schools, was the most significant way in which Muslims 
both in the East End and across Britain saw their values as under attack. Throughout 
the late 20th century, the fact that Jewish and Christian faith schools were funded by 
the state yet public funding for Muslim schools was denied was a common source of 
Muslim frustration. For instance, in 1989 the Jewish community had secured state aid for 
fifteen primary and five secondary schools despite having a population of only 450,000. 
While there were an estimated one million Muslims in Britain, they had not secured state 
funding for one Islamic faith school (Hiro 1991, 189). However, in the 1990s the political 
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campaign stepped up a notch with increased lobbying efforts from the Muslim Educational 
Trust (MET) and the IQRA educational trust, established in 1990. This perceived sense 
of injustice was regularly covered in significant detail in the Muslim press, with headlines 
such as “Yet another Jewish school gets funding,” and “Calling the lie over Muslim 
Schools” (The Muslim News 1995) (The Muslim News 1989). 
 There were two main ways in which Muslims saw their values as under attack 
through the issue of Muslim schools. Firstly, there was the issue of the mixing of genders, 
discouraged under Islamic teaching. Without public funding for Muslim single-sex 
schools, it was much less likely that Muslim boys and girls would be taught in separate 
classes. The second issue was one of religious education. There was a sense from British 
Muslim campaigners that Britain as a society was either irreligious and secularised, or 
pushing Christian values on Muslim students. This issue led to common cases of parents 
exercising the right to pull their children out of non-Islamic religious studies or sex 
education lessons and campaigning to have Islamic studies examined as an O or A level 
(Union of Muslim Organizations 1975, 9).
 This concern about the erosion of Islamic values as a result of Muslims sending 
their children to secular schools originates in the 1970s, when the wives and families of 
male South Asian migrants began to move to the UK (Hiro 1991). For instance, in the 
Union of Muslim Organizations’ June 1975 pamphlet on “Islamic Education and Single 
Sex Schools” these ideological concerns are strikingly clear. It discusses the “distress” of 
migrant Muslim women on seeing “scantily clad” Western women, and links this shock 
to concerns about Islam in a secular society: “A major worry for Muslim parents is the 
fact that their children soon begin to adopt English standards and ideas.” He claimed 
children could begin to question “religious ideas which seem to be strangely alien to 
life in a Western materialistic society” (Union of Muslim Organizations 1975, 10). 
Running throughout this narrative, hence, is a notion that Western society is corrupting 
and Muslims must come to the defence of the principles of Islam. Each Muslim, it was 
emphasised, has a duty to ensure the “flourishing existence of the Muslim Community 
in Britain depends entirely upon every Muslim in Britain today” (Union of Muslim 
Organizations 1975, 11) and their individual efforts. Muslims must stand by the Quranic 
principles of single-sex Islamic education, if necessary, “in defence of Muslim girl 
absenteeism from secondary schools” (Union of Muslim Organizations 1975, 14).
 Yet these concerns persisted into the 1990s; laws on funding had not changed. 
This is evident from the dialogue between the East London mosque and the Muslim 
Educational Trust (MET). In their 1992 official feedback document from the Muslim 
community to the Department of Education following the government’s White Paper 
on “Choice and Diversity,” the East London Mosque office and the MET spokesperson 
argued: “It cannot be denied that this society’s moral and spiritual moorings are rather 
adrift and need to be strengthened.” They continued that without religious education, 
teaching morality is “neither feasible nor possible. It is the consciousness of our 
responsibility and accountability to our Supreme Creator that decide the spirituality and 
morality of a person” (Muslim Educational Trust 1992, 1). This is evidently a more 
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complex argument than simply that they deserve the right to choose a faith school as 
a minority to preserve culture. The feedback raised strong objection to section 8[3] of 
the Education Reform Act which stipulated that national religious education syllabuses 
should “reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main 
Christian” (Muslim Educational Trust 1992, 4). They saw it as a hostile piece of 
legislation negatively impacting Muslim communities. 
 The failure of nationwide Muslim education campaigns meant that by the 1990s, 
Muslims in the East End began to take matters into their own hands. Muslims including 
the Bangladeshis Educational Needs in Tower Hamlets (BENTH) and Bangladesh 
Parents Association in Tower Hamlets (BPATH) wrote to the Inner London Education 
Authority (ILEA) to ask for their Labour leader Neil Fletcher to withdraw his “latest 
exhibition of anti-Muslim ignorance.” Fletcher had argued segregated schools would 
“pave the way for apartheid in British education” and “set back the struggle of British 
Muslim women for equal rights” (The Muslim News 1990). Muslims in Tower Hamlets 
launched an East London schools programme in which they wrote to parents to change 
some predominantly Bangladeshi schools into “model schools in accordance with 
Islam.” This included banning sex education lessons and teaching English as a third 
language (The Muslim News 1990). Yet this campaign was limited in its effect, unable 
to implement the holistic curricular change activists at the MET advocated.
 This long-standing grievance, which had existed as long as Muslim families had 
lived in the UK, went unresolved until the election of the Labour party in 1997, when 
Tony Blair’s election campaign embraced multiculturalism and funding for faith schools 
(Tomlinson 2008, 126). While the Muslim community were ultimately successful in 
their struggle, the extent to which this was due to Muslim campaigning is questionable. 
Longstanding feelings of isolation and practice in resistance and campaigning would 
have a lasting effect, bringing the community together. It included prominent figures 
within the London Muslim community, famously Yusuf Islam (also known as Cat 
Stevens). The length of the fight for recognition brought Muslims together as much as 
their lack of success until the new millennium isolated them, their values and political 
beliefs from the rest of British society. Yet more importantly, feeling their values under 
attack, they turned to Islam as a social counter-narrative to that provided by British 
society, Islamism in a basic sense.
Muslim Women’s Helpline 
As shown in the role of single-sex education in the campaign for Muslim schools, Muslim 
women and girls in British Muslim communities became politicised as a defensive tactic 
against secular culture. This persisted into the 1990s. In response to newspaper reports 
of exorcisms or honour killings in which young Muslim women were murdered by their 
families (Levin 1992); the idea that secular feminists were leading Muslim women to 
diverge from the teachings of their faith had become a common theme in community 
discourse. For instance, at the Young Muslim’s annual summer camp in 1991, attended 
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by over 3000 young Muslims from across England, Rahanah Sadiq one of the prominent 
speakers argued “feminism makes girls lose all their femininity” she added “the mother 
is the linchpin of the family” (The Muslim News 1991). There was a sense that feminism 
was an inherently white and secular concept that undermined the traditional role of the 
women in the family. 
 London-based Muslim Women’s Helpline (MWH) became operational in 1989, 
set up by a panel of eight young Muslim women with backgrounds in social work from 
the Islamic Cultural Center. A confidential advice line for Muslim women suffering from 
problems arising from divorce, abusive husbands, teenage children, family members 
sexually assaulting daughters and being a single parent. It sought to find solutions for 
Muslim women to such social problems that were often taboo within the community, 
from people who understood their faith and social context. It was immensely successful, 
in the first three years dealing with 3000 calls from London Muslim women (Muslim 
Womens Helpline 1992).
 Yet the Helpline made no secret of the strategy underpinning its foundation. 
As much as it existed to help the Muslim women and girls in abusive relationships, it 
was as much a protection of the Muslim faith. “For every new convert to Islam”, the 
Women’s Helpline argued, “there were perhaps five “born” Muslim women and girls 
being led away from the faith”. The women facing social problems, it was argued, see 
their problems as resolved “not by Muslims who shunned them but by non-Muslims. 
These girls and women were prey to secularists and feminists” (Muslim Womens 
Helpline 1992). The Women’s Helpline would frequently hark back to these principles 
when asking the community for funding as opposed to marketing the helpline as a purely 
philanthropic exercise. In 1991, when funds were running particularly low, the Helpline’s 
paper made this explicit, drawing on Muslim disquiet at the Church of England’s launch 
of a “decade of evangelism” in December 1991.
 It seems particularly important with the Decade of Evangelism upon us (and 
its implicit interest in preying on the vulnerable and isolated which often means 
women and children) that the Helpline should not be allowed to collapse because it is 
a unique Islamic service to the Muslim community and in supporting women who are 
the corner-stone of the family it is helping to stabilize and strengthen Muslim society 
as a whole. (Muslim Womens Helpline 1990)
 The MWH is part of something much bigger, self-consciously locating itself 
in a wider debate about the future of Islam in the face of western secularism. Sara 
Sherrif, a prominent community figure as a founding member and deputy editor of 
The Muslim News warned that the British Muslim community would have “nobody 
but itself to blame social and familial disharmony and strife emerges more often than 
at present to damage the already battered image of Islam” (Muslim Womens Helpline 
1990). The ideological as well as philanthropic mission of the Helpline highlights 
the way in which social work simultaneously became a political action centered 
on the protection of Islam, which will also be observed in the work of the Young 
Muslims Organization in the following chapter. As well as a philanthropic success, it 
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was another strategic reaction; the Muslim community was reforming from within to 
defend its religious values from external attack.
Chapter 3: A civilization under attack: the narrative of global 
Islamic revivalism
“My nationality is Islam” – Saleem Siddiqi (Siddiqi, Dr 1999)
 When the prophet Muhammed migrated from Mecca to Medina in June 622, 
known as al-Hijrah, he enacted the first demonstration of what is now called ummah, or 
the global Muslim community. Understanding ummah and its central position in the core 
spiritual beliefs of all Muslims, including British Muslims, is essential in explaining the 
importance of the global events in shaping the discourses of Muslims in East London, 
in Britain and across the Western world. A sense that the global ummah was under 
immediate threat transformed the anxiety and malaise that underpinned the issues 
discussed in previous chapters into open, forceful opposition. During the formative 
period of 1988-1995, three events took place which triggered the development of an 
alternative discourse at odds with British government policy and public opinion. These 
were the publication of Salman Rushdie’s Satanic Verses, the outbreak of the Gulf War 
and the ethnic cleansing of Bosnian Muslims from 1992-1995, before NATO action. 
Community organizations such as the UK Action Committee on Islamic Affairs and the 
Muslim Parliament were formed to provide a platform for a British Muslim discourse 
on these events. They were unanimous in condemning the Satanic Verses, united in 
a scepticism of Western motives waging war against a Muslim leader in Iraq, and 
universally outraged at John Major’s inaction despite the slaughter of Bosnian Muslims. 
The effects of these events on the East London Muslim community were profound.
 Largely thanks to this concept of ummah, the Muslim community in Britain 
took a great interest in global politics, particularly where Muslim majority countries 
were involved. As well as tracking the welfare of Muslims in their diaspora countries 
such as Bangladesh, Pakistan, and India, they took an active interest in members of the 
ummah in Palestine, the Middle East, Africa and Europe. This is powerfully exemplified 
in the content and layout of the two largest British Muslim newspapers during this 
period, The Muslim News and Q News. Despite identifying in their slogans as the “News 
and Views of Muslims in the United Kingdom” and “Britain’s only Muslim weekly” 
respectively, the layout of both these newspapers illustrates that the affairs of the global 
ummah and the affairs of British Muslims were prioritised equally. On their front pages 
the headlines, “Christians on killing spree of Muslims” would sit side by side with “CRE 
and ICRC to launch leaflets on religious discrimination” (The Muslim News 1996). 
Beneath the headline “Panic on Cairo streets” a report on the Egyptian earthquake that 
“shocked the Muslim world” was a feature on Qur’anic readings on BBC radio (Q News 
1992). The Muslim News ran a “Washington Diary” with a permanent correspondent 
monitoring US foreign policy towards Muslims, while the Bosnian war consumed the 
headlines of Q News. Smaller publications such as Impact International exclusively 
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covered the affairs Muslim community around the world. This blurring of boundaries 
between foreign and domestic news is telling; this was a community highly sensitive 
to developments more likely to have profound personal responses to foreign affairs 
affecting the wellbeing of members of the ummah.
 The publication of Salman Rushdie’s Satanic Verses in 1988 was the first 
watershed in the development of this British Muslim alternative discourse. The outrage, 
anger and disappointment felt by British Muslims led to a profound sense of isolation and 
disaffection which would characterise their experience in the decade to follow. After the 
Ayatollah made his fatwa against Rushdie, permitting Muslims to lawfully assassinate 
him, Khomeini became a publicly popular figure whose image was frequently appeared 
on placards in protests across the country (The Muslim News 1989). In a demonstration 
organized by the British Muslim Action Committee over 80,000 Muslims converged on 
London on May 27, 1989 to have the book banned under English blasphemy laws. In 
the East London Mosque, a petition was circulated, signed by hundreds, calling the book 
“a stab in the back for the Muslims of the world” (The Society of Muslim Scholars UK 
1989) and was supplemented by large protests in the immediate aftermath. 
 Yet politically, in East London, the situation was fraught with tension and 
division. The crisis had highlighted the inadequacy of antiracist politicians to fight for 
Muslim concerns. Black London MP Paul Boateng who often campaigned for racial 
justice dismissed Muslim anger as having nothing to do with the “black discourse” 
(McRoy 2006, 10). Meanwhile, Hackney North MP Diane Abbott became embroiled in 
a dispute. Despite being a long-time ally of ethnic minority causes, she denied that the 
book should be banned under free speech. Abbott was attacked by Hackney Pakistani 
Welfare Association after she said any calls for censorship by fundamentalist religious 
leaders should be resisted. Iqbaluddin Ahmad, chair of the Association said he was 
“surprised and disappointed by her comments” (Melody 1989). Calling the book “filthy 
and provocative,” he argued, “Salman Rushdie has provoked one million Muslims of 
the world yet Diane Abbott is unable to support the call for banning his book” (Melody 
1989). The crisis was also an important contributing factor in the Muslim rejection of 
an identity based on race and a move towards a religious identification. The CRE’s lack 
of concern over the issue and the lack of support from MPs such as Abbott acted as a 
catalyst for Muslims to form a self-consciously Muslim political identity. 
 A plethora of Muslim organizations formed after 1988, giving British Muslims 
a platform in which to react to events such as the publication of the Satanic Verses. This 
included the first self-consciously British Muslim newspaper, The Muslim News, which 
identified as the “News and Views of Muslims in the United Kingdom.” The United 
Kingdom Action Committee on Islamic Affairs (UKACIA) also formed in October 1988 
as was the Muslim Parliament, headed by the Islamic activist Kalim Siddiqi. Both these 
organizations aimed to coordinate and publicise British Muslim narratives on current 
affairs and issues of Muslim interest. McRoy’s seminal work From Rushdie to 7/7: The 
Radicalisation of Islam in Britain gives the concept of ummah the place it deserves, at 
the center of understanding how British foreign policy had powerful, sometimes radical 
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effects on the Muslim population. However, McRoy’s and Rutheven’s focus on power 
struggles within the Muslim community as a result of the Rushdie crisis, such as the rise 
of more hard line religious groups is key to understanding the process which the Rushdie 
crisis set in motion. As McRoy argues:
  The Satanic Verses provided the Mawdudists and other hard-liners the  
  opportunity to increase their influence, vindicating their thesis that no  
  compromise is possible between the absolute truths of Islam and the  
  falsehoods of the infidel, jahili West. (McRoy 2006, 11)
However, while this effect was immediately observable in areas such as Bradford, most 
notably through the infamous book-burning in a protest, in the East End the effects 
were not as immediately observable. This effect of the Rushdie affair in London would 
have its greatest impact in the context of further crises which would further isolate the 
Muslim community. 
 Only a year later the outbreak of the Gulf War was to exacerbate tensions. On 
August 12, 1990, immediately after military intervention began, a declaration following a 
meeting of 35 UK Muslim organizations condemned the presence of non-Muslim troops 
in the Gulf. In a joint press statement, they agreed: “we cannot tolerate the intervention 
of non-Muslim powers in this essentially internal Muslim affair” (The Muslim News 
1990). In light of this Muslim disquiet, Pnina Werbner’s seminal anthropological study 
of rhetoric at a conference of Pakistani Muslims in Manchester during the Gulf War is 
of crucial relevance. Her language analysis of the arguments made revealed the way 
in which global events were directly incorporated into local experiences of Muslims. 
British foreign policy in many ways was not foreign at all to British Muslims but instead 
was presented as an extension of their experience at home: as Werbner concluded, for 
Muslims in Manchester “the local and the global are mutual constitutive” (Werbner 
1994, 216). Yet more crucially, she discussed the Muslim rejection of what is termed 
“axiomatic moral imperatives,” such as “our boys” fighting for peace and Saddam 
Hussein as a dictator. The notion that Saddam was a malicious despot, for instance, 
was rejected by large numbers of British Muslims, and as a result there was a sense 
that Muslims were “[setting] themselves morally apart from British society” (Werbner 
1994, 217). This contrasted with widespread British support for the war and increased 
the isolation felt by Muslims in Britain, fostering a sense of disaffection with their 
government, which they felt represented the opposite of their world view.
 In the East End, the effects of the Gulf War were felt acutely. Matching a rise in 
violence against Muslims across the North of England in 1991, committee members of 
the Iraqi Community Association in Dalston were sent death threats. A spokesperson for 
the headquarters told the local newspapers: “They tell us that our days are numbered and 
if anyone gets hurt in the Gulf we’ll pay for it. We’ve also been sent an “official” Iraqi 
calendar, with all the pages ripped out after January 15 – the deadline Saddam Hussein 
was set to withdraw from Kuwait” (Fowler 1991). The fact that the Iraqi Community 
Association opposed Saddam as a dictator yet still fell victim to violence from the white 
British population reinforced a sense of being under attack. Hence they saw themselves 
35
Augsburg Honors Review
as “victims not only of Saddam Hussein, but of the British as well” (Fowler, 1991). 
While they rejected Saddam, the Muslims at the Iraqi community center continued to 
locate themselves in a global narrative of persecution and isolation.
 This sense of alienation was widespread in the community, yet the opposition 
Iraqis in Hackney exhibited towards Saddam was not matched by other Muslims in 
the East End. Manzila Paula Uddin, a Muslim Labour councillor in Tower Hamlets 
described the sentiments she felt within her predominantly Bangladeshi and Pakistani 
community: “we want to be British Muslims and I feel there is no clash of loyalties 
in being both. But it is other people who are forcing us to take sides.” She spoke of 
an “anti-Muslim attitude in the country…which is no longer war related but has been 
strengthened by the war” (Chaudhary and Hill 1991). This exemplified a wider sense 
of being under attack from the outside and a need for Muslims to decide where their 
loyalties lie. Uddin’s experience from talking to constituents revealed a youth more 
confrontational and strident in challenging the narratives circulating in Britain about the 
Iraq war. She argued that young Muslim men had begun “drawing on the very essence 
of militant Islam. Many of them said they supported Saddam because it’s the first time 
they’ve known a Muslim leader stand up to the West” (Chaudhary and Hill 1991). As 
Werbner highlighted, it was this refusal to accept established British “axiomatic moral 
imperatives” that further isolated Muslims from the majority of British public opinion. 
In the same way that racism, secularism and media portrayal caused Muslims in the 
East End to turn their back on mainstream British beliefs and value sets, British foreign 
policy had a similar effect. 
 Moreover, this sense of alienation from British ideas about the war strengthened 
the sense of solidarity with the ummah in many young people. Nearly a decade later, 
Mohammad Omar, 25, who grew up in Hackney who had trained as a Mujahedeen with 
guerrilla fighters in Pakistan, specifically identified the Gulf War as a key moment in his 
journey to jihad abroad, describing himself and “many others” as “shaken by the Gulf 
War.” He selected a key moment from when his youth in the aftermath of the Gulf War 
which made a profound mark on his worldview: “I saw Hizb ut-Tahrir debating at SOAS 
with intellectuals, like deans, who quite frankly got trashed by them. They seemed to 
provide a solution” (Vasagar 2000). Hizb-ut-Tahrir (HT) did not advocate protest through 
established channels such as writing to MPs or political lobbying and often preached that 
Muslims voting in the UK was forbidden under Islam. As will be outlined in the following 
chapter, their reactions to these global events did not just contrast with British axiomatic 
moral imperatives, they openly declared war on them. HT advocated extreme reactions 
to the events of the Gulf, most notably when Omar Bakri Muhammed, a HT leader at 
the time, put the group in the national headlines when he proclaimed “[John] Major is 
a legitimate target; if anyone gets the opportunity to assassinate him, I don’t think they 
should save it. It is our Islamic duty and we will celebrate his death” (Taji-Farouki 1996, 
181). The fact that such radical ideas were inspiring young Muslims as a direct result of the 
Gulf War is emblematic of the changes that were taking place: practicing Islam and being 
represented by the British government, for some, was becoming contradictory. 
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 It was clear that by 1992 British Muslims in the East End were greatly concerned 
about the wellbeing of the global ummah. By the time stories emerged of Muslim 
persecution in Bosnia almost immediately after the Gulf War, its impact on the British 
Muslim community was especially grave. The starkest reactions to this war came from 
the now active group HT. Jonathan Bronitsky’s analysis highlights the ways in which 
HT used the inaction of the British government in the face of the massacre of Bosnian 
Muslims to argue that Muslims, even if they were white and secular as in Bosnia, would 
never be safe in the west. This was particularly observable in the East End, which became 
a center of activism over Bosnia. Ed Husain, who was a student at Tower Hamlets 
College in 1993 but who went on to become a HT leader was particularly active in 
promoting this narrative. He booked a lecture theatre at the college under the title “The 
Killings Fields at Bosnia” to raise awareness of the conflict and collect donations for 
Bosnian Muslims. He prepared for a talk titled “Bosnia Today – Brick Lane Tomorrow,” 
by distributing over 30,000 leaflets to houses, markets and mosques. The event’s title 
specifically targeted British Muslims’ sense of unease, arguing that what happened to 
the Bosnian European Muslims could happen to them. The event consisted of a protest 
march through the Newham entitled “Concerned Muslims Living in Tower Hamlets” 
(Bronitsky 2010, 13). In student unions across London with high proportions of Muslim 
students, from SOAS to LSE, HT used “Bosnia weeks” to show more brutal films and 
images of the war and recruit young Muslims to the organization (Evans 1994). HT 
planned to use the sense of unease in the community exacerbated by the Bosnian issue 
to advance their anti-Western message. 
 However, Brotinsky’s argument does not explore the much wider impact the 
arguments made about Bosnia had on the British Muslim community. In East London, 
the same area where HT focused their efforts, this concern was more expansive than 
a radical student group. Fundraising efforts were intense and between 1992 to 1993 
the mosque congregation gave £1000 in donations to charities helping Muslims in 
Bosnia, which is especially significant given that it was only £300 less than what the 
congregation gave to Bangladesh, the home country of the vast majority of the local 
community (East London Mosque 1992-1993). Sermons began to warn the dawa, or 
the Muslim community, to make brothers aware of “on-going Muslim oppressions in 
Palestine, Kashmir, Algeria, India and Bosnia” (East London mosque 1992-1993) and 
the questions it raised about being Muslim in the UK. 
 “After Rushdie, the Gulf War, and now Bosnia, I have been forced to describe 
myself in terms of religion,” wrote Nasreen Rehman in 1993, an influential London 
academic and writer. “For 20 years I have never felt that being a Muslim was a problem. 
Then it changed” (Alibhai-Brown 1993). These three global events, particularly when 
examined together, reveal a watershed in how British Muslims as a collective identified. 
Most importantly, after each event Islamist messages advocating mistrust of mainstream 
British discourse gained ground. Increasingly, Muslims began to look to Islam as a faith 
and as a community for protection. First, many Muslims in the East End believed the 
Rushdie crisis proved they could not trust non-Muslim anti-racist campaigners to advance 
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their aims. As Meer highlights, a disjuncture emerged between how others viewed Muslims 
and how Muslims viewed themselves (Meer 2010, 77). Second, the Gulf War was seen by 
many as a sign that the British government and international organizations such as the UN 
did not understand or value the concept of ummah or the sanctity of Muslim holy sites. 
Third, for some Muslims the slaughter of Bosnian Muslims and British inaction raised 
concerns about the ability of Muslims to ever be accepted into or fully protected in a non-
Muslim society. Instead, they should look towards their faith for security. Following these 
events, the reaction of British Muslims to the War on Terror in 2001 was hardly surprising. 
Even the Muslim Mayor of Hackney, Saleem Siddiqi, a public servant well integrated 
into the local government establishment (a councillor since 1990) claimed he had to avoid 
discussing international affairs with other politicians, including with councillors of his own 
party to minimise conflict: “he will not understand the point of view of mine” (Siddiqi, 
Millennium Memory Bank 1999). An acute awareness of the condition of the ummah 
around the world and its contrast with the foreign policy the government pursued at that 
time hence contributed to a sense of alienation from the establishment and a predisposition 
towards Islamist messages.
Chapter 4: Youth, radicalization and Islamism
“Our call for [jihad] in Bosnia was not limited to east London but heard all across the 
UK. As we predicted, the ummah, once given the idea, delivered” – Ed Husein, Hitzb-
ut-Tahrir (Husein 2007)
 While some of the responses to feelings of marginalization from Muslims in the 
context of the East End were social work or political campaigning, a minority of Muslims, 
particularly young people, turned to extreme Islamist messages as a solution. Radical 
groups in London, mainly Hitzb-ut-Tahrir, (and later its splinter group al-Muhajiroun) 
took on common Muslim grievances with Britain’s foreign policy, protecting Islamic 
values and placing religion at the center of the identity of second generation immigrant 
Muslims. This ideology, a new Islamism, most visible at the time in HT’s messages 
was Islamist in an exclusive way, arguing that living a social and political life fully in 
accordance with Muslim values ipso facto meant opposing the British state and society. 
The polarising messages of these groups were far from resonating with all Muslim youth 
at this time, but in the early-mid 1990s extremist messages were much more prevalent 
in youth groups and student unions, in large part as a result of deliberate and incessant 
targeting by HT. 
 HT were founded in 1953 as a pan-Islamic organization seeking to unify Muslim-
majority countries into an Islamic caliphate. By the late 1980s HT had established cells 
throughout the Middle East and Central and South Asia, aiming to infiltrate militaries 
to facilitate HT a coup (Ahmed and Stewart 2010, 158). A British branch of HT was 
founded in 1986 when Omar Bakri Muhammad, a hard-line Islamic preacher, moved 
to Britain from Syria. They soon grew rapidly in London, flooding student unions and 
youth Islamic Societies with debates and leaflets inviting them to mass rallies. Although 
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it was a trans-national group, HT in Britain quickly took on its own identity as English-
speaking and oriented towards second-generation Muslims feeling an identity clash 
between Islamic and secular British values (Nawaz 2012). Much of HT’s recruiting 
power lay in appropriating sentiments common in the Muslim community, such as 
concerns about British foreign policy, taking them to radical new levels. In response to 
concerns about Western secular culture, for instance, HT chose a militant approach; they 
spread posters around East London campuses of Muslim women in face veils carrying 
AK-47s. It was captioned: “Women of the West – Cover Up or Shut Up” (Nawaz 2012, 
71). These posters were created with an intent to polarise; offending white students and 
presenting an uncomfortable dichotomy between Britain and their faith for Muslims in 
these colleges. HT claimed they were simply following through on Qur’anic messages 
and protecting the ummah, and their message presented Muslim and British society as 
diametrically opposed.
 East London, home to one of the largest Muslim communities in the UK, became 
an important recruiting ground for HT. They targeted young people in Sixth Form colleges 
across East London using sleek propaganda and quick-witted, articulate students in 
public debates. For one such student, ex-HT leader Maajid Nawaz, the Newham College 
campus in East Ham, East London played a key part in the development of his own 
extremist ideology. A second-generation Pakistani immigrant and a member of HT, he 
became president of the Newham College Student Union at 16 years old (Nawaz 2012, 
69). He directed funding for the Islamic Society towards the group and away from more 
traditionally religious and less political factions. According to Nawaz’s accounts, religious 
acts such as prayer were politicised and performed on the streets before rival non-Muslim 
gangs. Often, students would stay up all night making propaganda posters with religious 
messages and then inundating student unions the following day. Yet HT student activists 
felt their “victory in the student elections felt as though it was part of a bigger picture” 
(Nawaz 2012, 70). HT knew how to make an impact and held rallies across London 
during this period, using colleges such as Newham as a base. The energy and charisma 
of the group, gathering in prominent locations such as Wembley Stadium and Trafalgar 
square gathered 7-8,000 at a time. Their “Rally for Islam” in 1995 boasted converting 50 
non-Muslims in one day, including passers-by through the “intellectual persuasion” (The 
Muslim News 1995) of the educated young HT members there. Their anti-government 
rhetoric appealed to the young and their message of redemption from the “excesses” of 
Western society such as drug abuse resonated with disillusioned students searching for 
greater meaning in their lives (The Muslim News 1995). 
 Undoubtedly, HT were prominent and well-known, particularly among young 
Muslim circles in London during this period. However despite this, only a small minority 
of young Muslims actually joined groups such as HT or campaigned to advocate their 
messages. The situation in the East London mosque at this time can, however, tell a story 
of the wider impact an extreme form of Islamism had. Many of the messages similar to 
those HT put out gained hold in more mainstream religious organizations in East London. 
For the first time, there was a much wider sense that, as Hiro concluded, “young people, 
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unlike their first-generation parents, began to study Islam as an ideology rather than a 
ritual” (Hiro 1991, 188). By the mid-late 1990s this Islamist effect was beginning to 
become clear among young people in the congregation of the East London Mosque. 
 The youth wing of the East London Mosque’s Islamic Forum of Europe, the 
Young Muslims Organization (YMO), is a strong example of a more mainstream 
organization impacted by a more fundamental type of Islamist resurgence. Founded in 
1988 by East End Bangladeshis, it served the younger members of East London Mosque’s 
congregation (Sookhdeo 2015). For Ed Husain, an East London Muslim of Bangladeshi 
origin who later became a prominent HT radical, the YMO was a springboard into some 
of the arguments the most extreme Islamists were making. He was recruited by them in 
particular due to his “restlessness” and the “training” (Husein 2007, 121) he received 
in leafletting, debating and publicising messages at YMO. Attending the East London 
mosque, he was involved in a YMO effort to spread their messages across the local 
area and beyond, particularly in schools. The posters it propagated, like HT’s, targeted 
students: “Most students travelled to and from the Poplar campus by bus, walking from 
the bus stop…they walked past gold-painted graffiti proclaiming “Islam is the Solution” 
and, beneath that, “YMO”” (Hiro 1991, 122). While their messages, prominent in 
schools such as tower Hamlets College did not campaign against British foreign policy 
in the same way as HT, they were still Islamist in the sense that they strongly advocated 
going back to Islamic teaching for principles by which to live. 
 The YMO official policy document for 1995 exemplifies this, addressing two 
key issues with striking clarity and fundamentalism. The first is the issue of the mixing 
of genders in schools. Rather than simply arguing that mixing should be discouraged or 
avoided, the YMO went one step further, arguing that the mixing of women with non-
Muslim men, in education and the workplace is haram, or forbidden. They argued “the 
Prophet (SAW) discouraged women to pray even in the Masjid so that they don’t come 
in contact with men Sahabas, so how is it possible for us to allow free mixing” (YMO, 
Young Muslims Organization Policy Document Appendix 1 1990). Even “looking” 
at the opposite sex is identified as zina, which is the Islamic legal term for unlawful 
sexual intercourse, “because it is by look that people enjoy the beauty of the opposite 
sex” (YMO, Young Muslims Organization Policy Document Appendix 1 1990, 11). The 
second, more controversial issue explored was the topic of women’s rights to leadership. 
The YMO concluded in the first few lines of this section that: “In Islam, women 
leadership is unlawful. There is enough evidence of this in the Qur’an and Hadith” 
(YMO 1990, 13). They claimed the Qur’an only permits women to be leaders among 
other women, where she will not have regular contact with unmarried men unrelated to 
her. They YMO argued “the fact that women are not considered fully matured in wisdom 
and decisiveness is proven by the statement in the Qur’an that women’s evidence is half 
that of men. Allah says “And get two witnesses out of your own men, and if there are not 
two men, then a man and two women.”” (YMO 1990, 14). This is powerful in its context 
as a departure from mainstream politics towards a society governed solely according 
to Islam. The UK had just emerged from over a decade of leadership from Margaret 
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Thatcher. Benazir Bhutto was at that time Prime Minister of Pakistan. The YMO 
effectively implied that for Muslims, these leaders should technically be illegitimate, 
undermining a basic aspect of living in British society. 
 This policy document exemplifies accurately the lengths to which the YMO 
advocated going to live by the principles in Islamic texts. This form of Islamism went 
beyond simply looking to religion and the ummah for social, political and spiritual 
guidance; it thoroughly rejected as un-Islamic basic aspects of living in Britain and 
most other countries in the world. Yet while HT and the YMO took extreme and literalist 
interpretations of religion, many of the arguments these groups made shared the same 
core concerns as many other sectors of the Muslim community. For instance, the Muslim 
Women’s Helpline worried about the Church of England’s “decade of evangelism” as 
HT preached about a Christian crusade in the Gulf. The concerns raised by the Union of 
Muslim Organizations about gender mixing and secular schools as discussed in Chapter 
1 were shared by the YMO, who advocated firmer adherence to religious texts on 
gender. This did not mean disagreements between radical and moderate Islamists were 
not fierce. For instance, at a protest about Bosnia in 1992 at which 3000 people rallied 
in Trafalgar Square to end “Holocaust 1992,” the Muslim press chastised the extremists 
as “a small but vocal minority of Muslim hooligans” who “unfolded a banner marked 
“Jihad” and began to heckle and shout down the speakers” (Q News 1992) and “short 
sighted airheads.” Yet Q News also believed in intervention to stop the slaughter of 
Bosnian Muslims, and in fact criticised the “hooligans” for not doing enough: “Actions, 
not words brothers!...Why were they in Trafalgar Square and not Sarajevo?” (Sheikh 
1992). The radical messages HT advocated during this period were damaging the 
credibility of what Muslims saw to be a worthy cause. 
Conclusion
“We must be clear: the ideology of extremism and terrorism is the problem; legitimate 
religious belief emphatically is not.”– Theresa May, Prevent Strategy Foreword, 2011
 Opening the relaunch of the UK government’s Prevent strategy against violent 
extremism, the then-Home Secretary Theresa May claimed the primary result of the 
programme would be to “respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism and the threat 
from those who promote it” (Home Office 2011). Government strategy since then has 
centered around drawing a sharp distinction between an “extreme” and a “moderate” 
ideology and chastising groups, including HT, that failed this test of extremism. 
Underpinning this strategy is the assumption that the arguments of groups which 
“oppose our values of universal human rights, equality before the law, democracy and 
full participation in our society” (Home Office 2011) do not share the same concerns 
as the vast majority of Muslims, even though they overwhelmingly reject the violence, 
extremism and divisive rhetoric of groups such as HT. Yet the study of the East End has 
shown while the measures employed by different groups within the Muslim community 
varied, their concerns and the marginalization they experienced was broadly similar. 
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Members of the East London Mosque, the Muslim Educational Trust, the editors of 
The Muslim News and young HT members alike felt that both Muslims and Islamic 
principles across the world were under attack and should be protected.
 I have analyzed the role the period c.1988-1997 and the historical developments 
which took place in it in their own right, exploring the reactions of British Muslims in 
the East End to evolving global and national circumstances. Remedying some of the 
myopia in current research, I have sought to draw greater attention to pre-9/11 events as 
causes of today’s divisions and the foundations of Islamism in Britain. As this paper has 
explored, the Muslim experience of the late 1980s and early 1990s was characterised 
by isolation, anxiety and mistrust of the government and secular British culture. The 
community in the East End responding to key issues such as racism, poverty, the Rushdie 
crisis and British foreign policy vis-à-vis the ummah by looking for support and comfort 
within their faith. Many lost confidence in their government and the principles of British 
society. Through measures such as the Muslim Women’s Helpline and educational trusts 
they sought to protect their religion from threats on the outside. This is Islamist in a 
basic sense; a turn towards leading a life more guided by Islam as a reaction to external 
threats and insecurities. The responses of groups such as HT in Britain and organizations 
like the YMO were variations on a common concern.
 Examining the concerns and reactions of the British Muslim community before 
9/11 in this way has another important effect, rationalising the study of Islamism in 
Britain. Understanding the origins of the social marginalization that many Muslims still 
feel today makes it much easier to examine the core arguments and concerns of more 
extreme forms of Islamism and why they appealed to some Muslims in the first place. 
Archival efforts within Muslim communities across the UK such as that of the East 
London Mosque Archives are crucial to these efforts. Continuing research into the pre-
9/11 period, consequently, can go some way in penetrating complex and intractable 
debates on Islamism and radicalization in today’s public discourse.
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Abstract 
This paper analyzes the causes that led to the federal indictment of thirteen female guards, 
and eventual conviction of forty guards and inmates, at the Baltimore City Detention 
Center in 2013. The analysis is based on information presented in extensive newspaper 
coverage during and after the discovery of the events and the behavior at the jail. While 
popular opinion in the press blamed the guards’ gender or their personal morals for their 
actions, the incident can best be explained through the use of organizational heuristic 
tools. Application of Diane Vaughan’s matrix of routine nonconformity reveals that the 
guards’ actions involved multiple layers of misconduct within an organizational setting 
and that the failures were not individual but structural. 
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 In 2013, thirteen female correctional officers at the Baltimore City Detention 
Center were indicted under federal racketeering charges. The charges against these 
officers spiraled into a minor scandal as over two dozen other officers and inmates were 
also charged. By 2015, forty people were convicted for their involvement. Speculation 
rose about how, exactly, the prison could allow the widespread corruption to happen, with 
theories blaming the gender and moral character of the guards. However, the epidemic 
of corruption can best be explained through an organizational context. Organizational 
sociologist Diane Vaughan (1999) typifies organizational deviance in one of three forms: 
mistake, misconduct, and disaster. Each of these three forms is characterized by routine 
nonconformity, or regularly-occurring deviances from the organizational norms, but 
they are differentiated by the intention of the actors involved and the level of resulting 
widespread harm. Mistakes, misconduct, and disasters are all shaped by the micro, meso, 
and macro levels of the organization in which they occur. In the case of the Baltimore City 
Detention Center, the guards’ actions were acts of misconduct, and Vaughan’s matrix of 
routine nonconformity is the best fit to explain how that misconduct occurred.
Case Analysis
The officers, along with several inmates at the Baltimore City Detention Center, were 
accused of helping the criminal gang Black Guerilla Family (BGF) “run their criminal 
enterprise in jail by smuggling cellphones, prescription pills and other contraband in their 
underwear, shoes and hair” (Marimow and Wagner 2013). The scheme was led by Tavon 
White, the gang’s leader, who was incarcerated for attempted murder and who at one 
point boasted on a wiretapped phone call that “this is my jail” (Anderson 2015). White 
led the BGF in the prison and colluded with the guards, even impregnating five of them. 
Ultimately, twenty-four officers and sixteen inmates were convicted of involvement, 
and only three officers were acquitted (Jedra 2015). After the allegations came to light, 
Maryland state officials attempted to deflect blame: Senator Lisa Gladden said that the 
female guards were the problem; Secretary of Public Safety Gary D. Maynard called 
the guards involved “bad actors” (Marimow and Wagner 2013). However, both of these 
explanations fail to account for the organizational aspect of the situation. The events in 
the prison were rooted in organized crime and led to the guards participating in White’s 
racketeering scheme. While the acts were intended to conform to White’s gang and his 
standards, the guards’ status caused the general public to see them as deviants. Their 
misconduct led to the entire prison being labeled as deviant and ultimately caused the 
facility to shut down.
 The BGF, a highly structured organized crime gang, was founded in the 1960s in 
California, but has expanded to operate in major U.S. cities and prisons across the nation 
(Marimow and Wagner 2013). Tavon White’s position within the gang is indicative of 
internal organization: he is “allegedly a high-ranking ‘bushman’ in the Black Guerilla 
Family” (Vargas, Marimow, and Shin 2013). White also organized the internal structure 
of the prison so that he was on top. He created a money laundering and racketeering 
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operation, complete with an appointed “minister of finance,” and said at one point that 
“‘I make every final call in this jail… everything come[s] to me’” (Vargas, et al.:2013). 
White leveraged his personal charisma and his long stay in the prison to restructure the 
prison. Rather than existing as a regular inmate, he organized the internal hierarchy and 
put himself on top.
 White’s organized crime operation within the prison provided the backdrop 
for the misconduct committed by the guards. Misconduct can be defined as “acts of 
omission or commission by individuals or groups acting in their organizational roles 
who violate internal rules, laws or administrative regulations on behalf of organizational 
goals” (Vaughan 1999:287). The case initially charged thirteen guards at the prison, but 
these charges were later expanded to twenty-seven guards (Jedra 2015). These guards 
were acting on the behalf of two organizations: the formal prison and the informal 
gang. They leveraged their roles within the the prison in order to improve their standing 
with White and the BGF. In essence, they violated the rules of the prison and of their 
jobs on behalf of the goals of the illicit organization. The guards’ offenses ranged from 
smuggling contraband into prison to having sexual relations with inmates to warning 
inmates before their cells were searched (Marimow and Wagner 2013). In return, 
all of the guards were paid, allowed to drive cars belonging to the gang, and several 
of them entered relationships with White (Marimow and Wagner 2013). The guards 
violated the rules of the prison while simultaneously following the rules of the BGF. 
This combination of conformity and nonconformity resulted ultimately in the guards 
committing misconduct.
 Within Albert Reiss’s (1984) typology of labeling organizational deviance, 
the actions of the guards resulted in the entire prison being labeled deviant. While the 
corruption was not universal, it was widespread enough that the guards’ corruption 
came to symbolize a corrupt prison as a whole. The prison remained open, but several 
of the guards were transferred to other prisons because they were labeled as “dirty” 
(Washington Post 2013). After his election in 2015, Maryland Governor Larry Hogan 
announced that he would be closing the prison, calling the entire incident “one of the 
biggest failures of leadership in the history of Maryland” (Connelly 2015). Hogan did 
not acknowledge the guards who were not complicit in the racketeering, stating only 
that the prisoners would be transferred to other facilities in the state. While the involved 
guards were convicted individually, the entire facility suffered the consequences of their 
actions. Hogan demolished the prison in 2016 and has not yet announced plans to build 
a replacement facility (Cox and George 2017). The complete history and faculty of the 
prison were tainted by the actions of the guards involved with the BGF.
The guards’ misconduct and participation in organized crime led to the Baltimore City 
Detention Center being labeled as deviant. Forty of the forty-four individuals charged in 
the case were convicted, and the prison was closed and demolished. The organizational 
foci on crime led to a more comprehensive understanding of the events that took place 
within the prison. The context of both of the organizations involved shines a new light 
on the guards’ and White’s behavior.
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Causes
After the indictment was made public, the prison was heavily criticized for allowing 
women to serve as guards. Senator Lisa Gladden argued that “‘when you hire and seek 
women to handle men, you get all sorts of crazy stuff … you cannot allow women to 
get involved with these men, or you’re going to get what you’re going to get’” (Duncan 
2013). However, in 2013, more than 60% of prison guards in Baltimore were women 
(Dvorak 2013). The problem was not that the guards were women; rather, the problem 
was the power imbalance. Women have the same capacity as men to wield their power 
dangerously, and while “‘there’s an assumption that women won’t [abuse their power], 
can’t do this, that it’s not in our nature … but it’s in our nature’” (Dvorak 2013). While 
women statistically commit fewer crimes than men, “the notion that women are more 
ethical, generous, and caring than men in the public sphere is questionable” (Dodge 
2012:92). Additionally, it is important to acknowledge that “societal structures have 
limited the types of criminal offenses committed by women” (Dodge 2012:86). Because 
the majority of prison guards in Baltimore were women who did not abuse their power, 
the gender of the guards at the detention center cannot be definitively linked to their 
misconduct. Instead, the characteristics of the organization’s structure and environment, 
and indeed the failure of both of these aspects, are the roots of the misconduct that 
occurred in the detention center.
 One of the key factors in the events at the Baltimore City Detention Center was 
the failure of regulations. The guards’ misconduct was affected by the environment in 
which it took place. When the environmental deterrence fails, Vaughan (1999) argues that 
misconduct becomes significantly easier. Complex systems such as prison hierarchies have 
failsafes in place: “a safety device, a redundancy” (Perrow 1984:6). These failsafes are part 
of the external environment and are designed to prevent misconduct and other forms of 
organizational deviance. The detention center suffered from a failure of these redundancies. 
For example, the guards were able to sneak contraband into the prison because the external 
security checkpoints did not perform their checks thoroughly: “[the guards] underwent 
pat-downs that were cursory at best, and much of the contraband, especially the drugs, did 
not trigger the metal detectors at the entrance” (Washington Post 2013). It was assumed 
that the guards would follow their duties, but in the event that they committed acts of 
misconduct, the security checkpoints existed as a redundancy. However, that regulation 
failed because of the cursory nature of the pat-downs. The checkpoints became steeped 
in familiarity and routine. That familiarity can become detrimental because it “means that 
we are not endlessly alert, ever searching for that extremely rare event [that indicates a 
system failure]” (Perrow 1984:152). The prison’s gatekeepers became too familiar with 
the process, and that prevented them from properly regulating the prison guards. This 
regulatory failure allowed the problem to spiral out of control.
 The misconduct was also worsened by the failure of institutional sanctions. 
Organizational characteristics are another key factor in determining the causes of 
organizational deviance, and the lack of sanctions is one such characteristic. The guards 
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involved in the scheme “faced no realistic prospect of punishment” (Washington Post 
2013). The majority of the guards involved were not punished, only transferred to other 
prisons. The failure to institute proper sanctions against the prison guards drew ire from 
critics, who claimed that “dirty guards should be fired, not transferred” (Washington 
Post 2013). If the guards knew that they would not be severely punished for their 
actions, the sanctions became less efficient as deterrents. This is another example of a 
redundancy failing. The threat of punishment or losing jobs should serve as a deterrent 
against deviance. Instead, the guards had an excess of autonomy, which allowed them 
to make decisions with a lessened fear of repercussion. The failure of sanctions, and the 
excess of organizational autonomy, contributed to the scheme.
Effects
The Baltimore City Detention Center was closed in 2015; two years later, it was evident 
that there were no plans to replace it (Cox and George 2017). Most of the guards were 
transferred until their trials began. One inmate died before charges could be pressed; the 
remaining twenty-four guards and sixteen inmates were convicted in the scheme (Jedra 
2015). However, at the time of the indictment, four of the guards had children with Tavon 
White, and all of the prisoners were transferred to other detention centers within the state. 
Despite the internalized nature of the crime, the actions of the guards still had victims.
 Most of the victims of the events in the detention center were third and fourth 
party victims. Third-party victims are characterized as “innocent bystanders” with no 
involvement in the system (Perrow 1984:68). While the prisoners housed at the Baltimore 
City Detention Center were not innocent, they were affected by the actions of the BGF 
and everyone involved in it. The inmates that actively participated were convicted, 
and those that did not were relocated. These uninvolved suffered the consequences of 
the misconduct of the guards and inmates. The children of the guards and White were 
fourth-party victims. Their lives were impacted by the actions of their parents, in which 
they had no say whatsoever. This deviance determined the course of their lives, and 
the effects of the BGF on them should be acknowledged. The children and the inmates 
comprise the victim population following the events at the detention center.
Evaluation
The best theoretical fit for the events in the detention center is Vaughan’s matrix of routine 
nonconformity. Vaughan’s initial typology of mistake, misconduct, and disaster makes 
it clear that the problems in the prison were misconduct: they could not have occurred 
without actions taken intentionally by the prison guards. Analyzing the environment 
and organizational characteristics provides additional context for the misconduct that 
elucidates the guards’ decisions. Gender-based theories of crime do not fit here because 
the actions taken by the female guards here are not dissimilar to actions taken by male 
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guards in similar positions. The administrative failures that led to the misconduct within 
the prison were criticized by journalists, by the public, and by Maryland Governor Larry 
Hogan. The lack of regulation was the strongest influence in the case of the Baltimore 
City Detention Center.
Conclusion
Vaughan’s model of routine nonconformity explains not only the actions within the 
Baltimore City Detention Center, but also how they were able to take place. The excess 
of autonomy within the prison and failure of regulation created an environment where 
deviance would not be punished. The racketeering scheme had far-reaching consequences, 
including the birth of illegitimate children and the relocation of dozens of prisoners. 
While the deviance may at a glance seem to be because of the women’s gender or 
because of their individual greed, their actions were abetted by structural characteristics 
that fostered deviance. The ultimate closure of the Baltimore City Detention Center 
and conviction of forty guards and inmates may have punished the offenders, but a 
repetition of this situation can only be avoided by examining and learning from these 
institutional failures. These organizational failures must be analyzed and eliminated in 
order to prevent another case like this.
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Abstract 
Serial killers have become as much a part of popular culture as athletes and celebrities in 
the modern age. However, no killer in history remains as identifiable in today’s culture 
as Jack the Ripper. His name appears in over one hundred books, films, and television 
shows despite the fact that the murders he committed and the subsequent investigations 
remain relatively unclear. Regardless, for over a century scholars and historians alike 
have attempted to understand and unmask Jack the Ripper. While the identity of this 
elusive killer remains unknown, the stories that Jack the Ripper inspired have led to the 
creation of a legend. 
 This mythical version of Jack the Ripper continues to be the real-life example 
of a gothic monster created in the nineteenth century, as his story brought the social 
anxieties and dangerous unknowns surrounding East London together with the 
population’s morbid curiosity about the dark side of humanity. The consequences of the 
overwhelming press coverage and the perpetuation of unverifiable and often sensational 
claims about “Jack’s” identity have had a lasting effect on society’s fascination with 
serial killers. The persistent disconnect between killers and the “legend” that their 
name takes on afterward began with the creation of the gothic genre and its impact on 
perceptions of Jack the Ripper in poverty-stricken East London.
Erin Thompson
Augsburg University
Deconstructing “Jack”: How Jack 
the Ripper Became More Fiction 
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 According to criminologist Jack Levin, every year in America there are 
approximately twenty active serial killers responsible for some 200 deaths1. Though 
the term ‘serial killer’ originated in America in the 1970s by FBI investigators Robert 
Ressler and John Douglas, serial killers were not created in the middle of the twentieth 
century, nor was it solely an American issue2. This is why serial killers are almost as 
widely recognized around the world as the most famous celebrities. Any mention of the 
crimes committed by Ted Bundy, Aileen Wuornos, or Jeffrey Dahmer can be enough to 
send shivers down the spine and pique almost anyone’s morbid curiosities. What tends 
to happen, however, is the disconnect between the person and the “legend” that their 
name takes on afterward. No killer in history embodies this more than the mysterious 
figure of Jack the Ripper. Today, he can be thought of as two separate entities: Jack the 
Ripper of the real world and Jack the Ripper of sensational legend. Since little is known 
about the former, one must analyze the latter to understand the fascination with such a 
character. When looking into the way Jack the Ripper’s legend has been crafted through 
different forms of literature and through film, it is clear that without those sensational 
stories and fictional thrillers, it is likely no one would remember the man at all.
 The process of creating this second “Jack” came about over a few centuries as 
the gothic genre was developed. The beginning of Jack the Ripper as more mythology 
than reality came into existence not with the first woman he murdered, but in 1764 when 
this genre began. It was characterized by its elements of fear, horror, and death alongside 
more seductive or romantic emotional elements. The first piece of work largely heralded 
as the first gothic novel was The Castle of Otranto by Horace Walpole in 1764, but 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and the works of Edgar Allan Poe in the earlier half of 
the nineteenth century are the most famous for embodying the gothic style of writing. 
Though appearing several decades before Jack the Ripper’s first kill, the legacy of the 
gothic genre, accompanied by the dreadful state of Victorian England, made the killings 
much more profitable as entertainment.
 Rising social issues in this era necessitated ways for people to evade reality. 
By 1888, Great Britain’s population was booming and its economy was struggling to 
keep up. The Industrial Revolution led to major economic and social changes in the 
population; the work became harder as mass-production became prominent in factories. 
Children were entering the workforce at young ages, and safety was not required for 
manual labor. Economic historian T. S. Ashton described the hours they were being 
forced to work, as well as the conditions of factories as “harmful to the health and 
morals of the young.”3 The influx of Jewish and Irish immigrants into the country 
exacerbated the issue, leading to overcrowding in the city, especially in the poorer 
districts of London’s East End. As expected, the lower class was the most affected by 
the Industrial Revolution, and none of these conditions were helped by the Poor Law 
1 Ron Meyer and Mark Reeder, writers, “The Monster Within and Among Us: The Case of Jack the Ripper,” in 
America’s Serial Killers: Portraits in Evil, dir. Ron Meyer, Mill Creek Entertainment, 27 January 2009.
2 Becky Sullivan, “The FBI Investigator Who Coined The Term ‘Serial Killer’,” National Public Radio, Inc., 29 
December 2013, https://www.npr.org/2013/12/29/258160192/ (accessed 14 December 2017).
3 T. S. Ashton, The Industrial Revolution, 1760-1830 (London: Oxford University Press, 1948), 159.
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Amendment Act of 1834. Poor Laws had been in effect for centuries and sought to 
relieve the middle-class of the high rates they were paying to help the indigent lower 
class survive. The “New Poor Law of 1834” aimed to push the lower class to work 
harder for their livelihoods by making workhouses as labor-intensive and horrible as 
possible; this attempted to show the impoverished that they could improve their lives by 
gaining enough money to leave the appalling conditions.4
  Rising poverty rates, terrible working conditions, and laws aimed at making life 
for the impoverished miserable led to a new wave in crime. It was not until the middle 
of the nineteenth century that official police records were documented. This makes it 
difficult for one to assume that crime rose during this time period, as many citizens of 
that time feared. What knowledge can be gleaned is that the age of incarcerated prisoners 
rose over those few decades in the mid-1800s. As one researcher reported, “In the 1830s 
and 1840s up to 50 percent of prisoners were in the 15-25 age; by 1890 some 60 percent 
were over 30 years.”5 Altogether, overcrowding, poverty, and crime combined to craft 
a dreadful picture of London in the latter half of the nineteenth century, and no place 
more-so than London’s poorest district, Whitechapel. 
 Jack the Ripper was not the only active murderer in London’s East End during 
this time period. The Whitechapel Murders involved eleven attacks on lower-class 
women beginning in April 1888 until February 1891. Only five of these victims are 
widely attributed to the work of Jack the Ripper, due to the level of precision and 
brutality the slayings contained. Today’s fascination with the killer who lusts for blood 
is not a new one, nor was it a new phenomena then. However, something changed when 
Jack the Ripper slew Mary Ann Nichols in London’s East End on August 31, 1888, and 
then nine days later murdered Annie Chapman.  
 Kirk Gill, a true crime writer, named two things that made Jack the Ripper so 
sensational: the large presence of the press in London at that time, as well as the fact 
that the murderer sent letters to the press, becoming intimately involved with them.6 In 
addition to the brutality of the murders, it was a story that sparked both fear and intrigue 
in the general public, to the surprise of many. These were women in their late forties, 
prostitutes prone to alcoholism, most of them having abandoned their families in some 
way or having been widowed. Professor of Criminology at the University of Houston 
Steven Egger refers to prostitutes as “the Less-Dead”––what today is generally referred 
to as a “high-risk victim.”7 These are victims who are heavily marginalized by society 
and who usually garner less sympathy than those of a higher social standing. This can 
also refer to runaway children, the mentally ill, and the disabled. Likewise, author and 
journalist Judith Flanders wrote that the press at this time were “relatively reticent in 
describing sex crimes,” so it was a change for these stories to be so prominently displayed 
 “Poor Law Reform,” Parliamentary House of Commons and House of Lords, Parliament.uk, 1989, http://www.
parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/19thcentury/overview/poorlaw/. 
David Jones, Crime, Protest, Community, and Police in Nineteenth-Century Britain (London: Routledge & Kegan 
Paul Ltd., 1982), 6.
America’s Serial Killers: Portraits in Evil, 2009.
America’s Serial Killers: Portraits in Evil, 2009.
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in the newspapers.8 None of this mattered to citizens of London as the population of the 
East End banded together to hunt this vile criminal who would dare strike fear in the 
East End under the noses of those officer’s seeking to maintain order.
 Jack the Ripper struck twice on September 30, 1888. His first victim that night 
was Elizabeth Stride, but her body had not been mutilated to the extent of the others, 
raising questions as to her identity as a “Ripper victim.” It is likely one will never 
ascertain that she was truly his victim, but many suspect the reason for the second death 
that occurred that same night was due to an interruption in Stride’s murder, leaving the 
deed unfinished to the Ripper’s satisfaction, and leading him to take another life that 
night. An hour after the discovery of Elizabeth Stride, the police found the body of 
Catherine Eddowes, her murder leaving no doubt as to the perpetrator. 
 There were no new murders throughout the month of October, and people 
began to frequent Whitechapel more easily, relaxing to the idea that the serial of dark 
murders were finally behind them. However, somewhere between November 8-9, 1888, 
the Ripper struck unexpectedly, and on a victim slightly different than those who came 
before. Mary Jane Kelly was in her early twenties and beautiful, making her a favorite 
prostitute for many men. Unlike the other victims, Kelly was not killed out in the streets, 
but in her own single-room apartment. This gave the killer privacy and enough time to do 
with the girl what he liked. Kelly sustained the worst mutilations of the five universally 
acknowledged Ripper victims, so disfigured that she had to be identified by her eyes and 
the color of her hair.9 Of the organs taken from the body, Kelly’s autopsy states:
  “The uterus and kidneys with one breast [were found] under [her]  
  head, the other breast by the right foot, the liver between the feet, the  
  intestines by the right side and the spleen by the left side of the body.  
  The flaps removed from the abdomen and thighs were on a table.”10
Mary Jane Kelly would be Jack the Ripper’s swan song, though there were other murders 
which followed, less gruesome and sensational in comparison. These stories of murder 
became not only a form of morbid curiosity of the evils that lurked behind average-
looking men and women, but put a microscope on public fascination with the darker 
side of humanity. These five murders have been enshrined not only in what remains of 
newspaper archives of the autumn of 1888, but also in a rather unexpected form.
 Around this same time, escaping the poor state of London in the nineteenth 
century became possible through a new literary development in Great Britain. The rapid 
industrialization of England and advancement of technology made it possible for cheap 
forms of entertainment to reach the lower class at faster rates in the shape of penny 
dreadfuls––small books published in weekly installments (much like TV episodes in the 
present age), generally costing no more than a penny. The majority of these small books 
focused on Great Britain’s crime life and became essential to the rise in literacy rates 
8  Judith Flanders, The Invention of Murder: How the Victorians Revelled in Death and Detection and Created 
Modern Crime (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2011), 430.
9  Philip Sugden, The Complete History of Jack the Ripper (London: Robinson Publishing Ltd., 1994), 310.
10  Stated in post-mortem report by Dr. Thomas Bond, Thomas Schancher, “Mary Jane Kelly,” Casebook (1996-
2013), http://www.casebook.org/victims/mary_jane_kelly.html. 
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amongst the poor and uneducated during this time. These cheap books, in an attempt 
to make fast money, told fantastic stories that instantly captured the attention of young 
readers and the lower class. They introduced audiences to the likes of Sweeney Todd, 
the Demon Barber of Fleet Street in The String of Pearls: A Romance, and the vampire 
Sir Francis Varney in Varney the Vampire, whereby the first literary tropes of fictional 
vampires was born. Both tales are believed to have been written by James Malcolm 
Rymer and Thomas Peckett Prest, whose penny dreadfuls crossed paths with both 
fantasy monsters and criminal activity, as did the hundreds of others that came out from 
the middle to the late nineteenth century.11
 Newspapers took to blaming penny dreadfuls for the apparent uptick in criminal 
activity, yet at the time, most London “dailies” were hardly any better in the new era of 
“if it bleeds, it leads” journalism, a phrase coined by Eric Pooley in 1989.12 According 
to journalist Frank Harris, the public at this time was generally interested in two things: 
“kissing and fighting.” Harris himself catered to these two delights of which, according 
to historian L. Perry Curtis, Jr., “set the standard for lowbrow sensationalism.”13 Curtis 
would go on to say:
  The Whitechapel murders proved a journalistic windfall...What   
  transpired in London...was not just a series of five sadistic murders  
  but a serial story combining mystery and sensation-horror... cobbled  
  together by a metropolitan press eager to boost sales.14
It became quite clear during this time that murder was lucrative, and almost every 
newspaper, novelist, and penny dreadful wanted a share of the profits.
 While newspapers reported almost daily on the Whitechapel Murders and Jack 
the Ripper, the first penny dreadful to showcase Jack the Ripper was The Curse Upon 
Mitre Square by J.F. Brewer. Written in October of 1888, it depicts the murders of Jack 
the Ripper in a context that was familiar to the lower class. For the first time, even before 
his murder-spree was over, Jack the Ripper had become a fictional villain, the way he 
is often envisioned now. Brewer’s book attributes the brutal murders in Whitechapel to 
a supernatural curse upon Whitechapel by a former monk. It seems a ridiculous notion, 
but according to Cindy Collins Smith: “The Curse Upon Mitre Square is certainly a 
shameless bit of exploitation fiction” yet it allowed Victorian audiences to pretend that 
the notion of a human being perpetrating the slayings was impossible and must be the 
work of a “malign supernatural agency.”15
 Several books were written in the following years about the ghastly murders and 
the baffling perpetrator, often mixing in supernatural elements that were so prevalent in 
the gothic genre. Even books written before “Jack” appeared in Whitechapel became 
 Helen R. Smith, New Light on Sweeney Todd, Thomas Peckett Prest, James Malcolm Rymer and Elizabeth Caro-
line Grey (London: Jaryndyce, 2002), 28.
Eric Pooley, “Grins, Gore and Videotape: The Trouble with Local Tv News,” New York 22, no. 40 (1989): 36-44, 
37.
L. Perry Curtis, Jr., Jack the Ripper and the London Press (New York: Yale University Press, 2001), 62.
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connected to the case. Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, written by Robert Louis 
Stevenson in 1886, was instantly connected to the Ripper case in the media because the 
popularity of both the fictional Jekyll-Hyde duo and the real-life Ripper helped ensure 
great reactions from the public.16 
 Likewise, one of the most famous gothic characters in the world who shares 
several similarities with the Ripper is the vampire of Dracula, written by Bram Stoker 
in 1897. In fact, vampires play a significant role in how many people viewed the Ripper. 
For example, the first nonfiction work published a month after Mary Jane Kelly’s death 
by Sam’l E Hudson likened the Ripper to “that abhorrent race of human vampires” 
and compared the murders to the brutality described in Edgar Allan Poe’s Murders in 
the Rue Morgue.17 Some tales of the Ripper picked up on racist themes present at the 
time of the killings. Hudson described “some people with anti-symitic (sic) tendencies...
spreading the idea that the Jews were at the bottom of the butcheries.”18 Still others took 
to blaming  “a Jewish, French, Italian, or Asian maniac,” and comparing the murders to 
“Red Indian savagery” or Whitechapel to the “African jungle.”19
 One of the first novel-length fiction books about the Ripper specifically was The 
Lodger by Marie Belloc Lowndes, written in 1913. This book is special to the Jack the 
Ripper story not so much for its literary aspect, but because it became the premise for 
the first attempt to bring Jack the Ripper to the silver screen in 1927. The film would 
be directed by none other than the “Master of Suspense” Alfred Hitchcock, who would 
later refer to The Lodger: A Story of the London Fog as his first true “Hitchcock film” 
due to it containing many of the darker themes that would be present in much of his 
later work.20 The silent film portrays the murdered women as being young, blonde, and 
beautiful showgirls; the killer himself is the somewhat Americanized version of Jack 
the Ripper (as he was in Belloc Lowndes’ book), called “the Avenger” rather than “the 
Ripper.” The lodger referred to in the title is a handsome young man whom audiences are 
led to believe is the murderer. He moves into a rented apartment near where the murders 
have taken place and later becomes involved with his landlords’ daughter, Daisy, who is 
young, blonde, beautiful, and also a showgirl––the perfect victim for the “Avenger.” As 
the murders continue, the nameless lodger is made to appear more and more suspicious, 
causing trouble for his landlords who fear for their daughter’s relationship with him. 
 Although the ending of both the book and the film are meant to be ambiguous 
as to the positive identification or whereabouts of the murderer, Hitchcock was forced 
to change the ending to his film due to the requirements of the actor Ivor Novello’s 
managers. At the time, Novello was extremely well-regarded in Great Britain and 
therefore it was deemed unacceptable for him to portray a madman.21 Hitchcock instead 
16   Joyce Carol Oates, “Jekyll/Hyde,” The Hudson Review 40, no. 4 (1998): 603-608, 603.
17   Sam’l E Hudson, “Leather Apron,” or the Horrors of Whitechapel, London (Philadelphia: Town Printing 
House, 1888), 4.
18   Ibid., 13.
19   L. Perry Curtis, Jr., London Press, 115; 126.
20   Donald Spoto, The Darker Side of Genius: The Life of Alfred Hitchcock (New York: Little Brown & Co, 1983), 84.
21   Richard Allen and Sam Ishii-Gonzales, Alfred Hitchcock Centenary Essays (London: BFI Publishing, 1999), iv.
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crafted a twist ending for The Lodger, indicating that the lodger, who is almost killed 
after being wrongly accused, was innocent all along and the real killer had already been 
arrested. The audience never sees who the true “Avenger” is, but instead are shown how 
the lodger and Daisy manage to live happily ever after.
 This film was remade in 1936, but more popularly so in 1944 by director John 
Brahm, this time putting the story of Jack the Ripper back in London with his proper 
name. Likewise, Brahm changed the names of the landlord, the daughter, and several 
other characters, though he kept to Lowndes’ original storyline. It opens with a man 
reading from a police inquiry requesting the assistance of anyone with information that 
might lend fruit to the search for the murderer in Whitechapel. As the gentleman walks 
away, the audience sees several policemen guarding the dark streets of Whitechapel, 
looking for any signs of mischief or mayhem. There are men in organized search parties 
carrying bats and clubs whom the police acknowledge amiably before continuing 
on their patrol. The relationship between the two groups is clear within the first few 
minutes: it no longer matters who captures the maniac or how they do so, only that the 
killer is brought to some form of justice for his abhorrent crimes. 
 This time, the women introduced as possible victims are slightly older, drunk, 
of a lower class, and prostitutes. When one of them is attacked in a dark alley, one 
female remarks of the killer: “Like a shadow, he was.” She then looks at the body and 
says: “she’s the fourth he’s done around here. Right in the streets, under your very 
noses.” The next scene is of newspapers being delivered, all proclaiming the Ripper had 
struck again in Whitechapel, in the same sensational fashion it was reported in reality.
 Unlike both Lowndes’ book and Hitchcock’s movie, there is no doubt that “Mr. 
Slade”, as the lodger initially introduces himself (taking the name “Slade” because it is 
written on a street sign), is Jack the Ripper. Also unlike the lodger’s relationship with 
the daughter Daisy in Hitchcock’s story, the lodger’s relationship with the daughter, 
here named Kitty, is vaguer and has fewer romantic connotations, thereby lending more 
evidence to Mr. Slade’s guilt. The ending of The Lodger (1944) shows Slade on the 
run from the police and an angry mob. He is shot at and cut up, but manages to escape 
through a window into the River Thames, disappearing into the dark fog of London, 
never to be seen again as his body is dragged down the river into darkness. Just as in real 
life, Jack the Ripper evades identification and capture.
 The impact of Jack the Ripper and his career as a murderer continues still, by 
the way many killers have subsequently contacted the press, and even in such inane 
things as a name. It was because of the popularization of the name Jack the Ripper 
that every serial killer afterward has had a nickname; Gary Ridgway was known as 
the Green River Killer, David Berkowitz as Son of Sam, Richard Ramirez as the Night 
Stalker, etc.22 It became a way to memorialize some of the most abominable people, 
but it also fictionalized them in a way. For those who were never caught like the Zodiac 
 America’s Serial Killers: Portraits in Evil, 2009. 22
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killer in California or the West Mesa Bone Collector, the nicknames create for them a 
legendary status that continues on in popular culture. Jack the Ripper killed only five 
women in London in 1888, yet his name conjures an image of an immortal villain in a 
timeless tale of sensationalized murder.
 Jack the Ripper’s mark on history lies in what remains of the police files buried 
somewhere in Scotland Yard’s archives, on the graves of each of his victim’s (the ones 
canonically accepted), and in today’s popular culture. Though he remains one of the 
most popular figures in both a literary and historical context, Jack the Ripper was and is 
someone that the world knows almost nothing about. It is for this very reason that many 
authors and researchers are drawn to the topic of the Ripper, because “each [writer] fills 
in the blanks according to [their] own needs” whether it be a nonfiction “whodunnit” 
mystery, a psychological thriller, or a supernatural fantasy.23
 At the close of the nineteenth century, a legend was born both realistically and 
in the world of fiction. Jack the Ripper, while a horrific serial killer, was and continues to 
be the real-life example of a gothic monster created in the nineteenth century. His crimes 
brought together the generic crime thrillers of penny dreadfuls, nightmarish fictional 
creatures of classic gothic literature and ignited a continuing cycle of books, movies, 
and television shows. Without the development of the gothic movement before Jack’s 
time, the world may not have devoured the story of the Ripper as they did. Yet without 
Jack, the gothic, thriller, and horror genres of books and film might not have survived 
this long. After all, Jack’s story is one that never truly ends, leaving the possibilities 
open and endless.
23    Cindy Collins Smith, introduction to Mitre Square, xi.
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Abstract 
This study focuses on developing a model for transfer fees paid for the players sold to the 
fifteen most valuable and the richest soccer clubs in the world. Using the data primarily 
collected from transfermarkt.com, a leading soccer database focusing on transfers and 
soccer community valuations, we ran a linear regression using five variables measuring 
popularity, monetary valuation, and productivity. Results show that variables such as 
number of Google searches, number of years on contract left, community valuation 
of a player, number of goals and assists, and race of a player significantly influence 
the transfer fee paid for a player. Moreover, it shows that the transfer fee for the most 
expensive soccer player ever is not random and can be explained using the right 
independent variables.
Lukas Barbuscak
Augsburg University
What Makes a Soccer Player 
Expensive? Analyzing the Transfer 
Activity of the Richest Soccer 
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Introduction
Today’s soccer transfer market has grown increasingly extreme. The fees paid for 
players often seem exaggerated, especially in recent years. In summer 2017, the prices 
for players have skyrocketed. The transfer fee for Neymar exceeded 222 million euros, 
which was the highest amount ever spent for a soccer player. The general public shook 
their heads, unable to see the logic in such high fees. In other words, paying such an 
outrageous price for a soccer player simply did not make any sense (Goal.com, 2017). In 
this research paper, we examine the rationale for these high transfer payments. 
Literature Review
Several studies have analyzed the transfer fees in soccer. Carmichael and Thomas (1993) 
examined the transfer market in the English Football League and applied a bargaining 
theory to explain the transfer fees. The player characteristics in their equation were 
age, goals, general fitness, league appearances, and the position played by the player. 
Among other conclusions, the authors found that the transfer fee increased by a couple 
of percentage points by each goal or league appearance (p. 1475). In addition, they 
concluded that the transfer fees started declining after players reached 25 years of age.
Other studies incorporated bargaining elements into the equation such as those completed 
by Dobson and Gerrard (1999) and Speight and Thomas (1997). Dobson and Gerrard 
studied the inflation rate of the transfer fees between the years 1990 and 1996 as well as 
what factors determine the player’s price on the market. The main variables used were 
age, league starts, goals, number of international starts, or goal rate. Dobson and Gerrard 
(1999) differentiated between the buying club and the selling club. The authors found 
that the average rate of inflation for transfer fees was around 11% per year between 
1990 and 1996. Speight and Thomas (1997) compared the negotiated transfer fees 
with arbitration settlements. In their article, the authors used both individual predictors 
(goals, experience, fitness) as well as club variables (bargaining strength of both selling 
and buying clubs). Speight and Thomas found that, unfortunately for the selling clubs, 
arbitration settlements were lower than the potential market value, suggesting that 
the model of arbitrage was beneficial for the buying clubs who would rather wait for 
arbitration than negotiate the transfer fee.
 Dobson, Gerrard, and Howe (2000) continued the research on transfer fees using 
the negotiation aspect, this time in non-league English soccer. The player characteristics 
used were age, the number of previous clubs, the number of appearances, goals, or 
the position dummy variables. Dobson et al. again used a model which differentiated 
between the buying and selling clubs. The authors concluded that the transfer market 
in both non-league and professional soccer is very alike with broadly similar data-
generating processes. 
 Unlike Dobson, Gerrard, and Howe, who focused on non-league soccer, Frick 
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(2007) analyzed the labor market in the top five European soccer leagues. Frick criticized 
the researchers, claiming that “most of the statistics used are rather ‘indirect’ measures 
that only imperfectly reflect a player’s value to his team” (p. 426), with an exception 
of the number of assists and tackles by the player as well as the superstar effect. Frick 
also recognized footedness and the contract duration (or number of years of contract 
left) as important variables in predicting the transfer fees of the players. Frick argued 
that “the more successful the buying and/or the selling club are (either in economic 
or in sporting terms), the higher the transfer fee that the two clubs agree on” (p. 431). 
This paper confirmed conclusions drawn by the authors of the previous studies which 
incorporated bargaining elements and the power of selling and buying clubs in soccer 
economics (Carmichael & Thomas, 1993; Dobson & Gerrard, 1999; Speight & Thomas, 
1997; Dobson, Gerrard, & Howe, 2000).
 Another study that recognized contract duration as an important predictor of 
the transfer fee was done by Carmichael, Forrest, and Simmons (1999). The authors 
studied the variables that might predict transfer fees and tried to develop a model to 
determine the prices of players. Unlike other studies, Carmichael et al. included players 
that did not get transferred in their data set. They claimed that data on contract duration, 
time of expiry, and renewal are “private,” thus they could not include the variables in 
their model. The independent variables used in this study were goals, age, age squared, 
players’ positions, international starts, and several team variables. The authors found 
that some players were more likely to be transferred than others, and if the transfer 
happened, it was explained by the variables used.
 Two different approaches were used by other researchers to determine the transfer 
fees in soccer. Herm, Callsen-Bracker, and Kreis (2014) focused on the community 
approach of analysis for transfer fees, measuring how the soccer community calculates 
the transfer fee and how well the soccer community was able to predict the observed 
transfer fees. Conversely, Muller, Simons, and Weinmann (2017) focused on a data-
driven approach, predicting the market value by objective data on both performance 
and popularity. Herm et al. (2014) evaluated the accuracy of the online community in 
predicting transfer values in soccer. The authors used market values from transfermarkt.
de, which “have a good reputation in the sports industry and have a high economic 
relevance; they are used in actual transfer and salary negotiations” (p. 487). The 
variables used as indicators of the market value were age, precision, scoring, assertion, 
footedness, and several external attributes such as public attention or other clients of the 
player’s agent. The results showed that the most objective predictors of market value 
identified by the community were goals, age, percentage of successful passes, duels 
won, footedness, and the attention of general public measured by the number of the 
player’s Google search results. Muller et al. (2017), on the other hand, used a strictly 
data-driven approach and criticized the belief that the soccer community could produce 
similar or better results than using objective data. Using a data set of 4217 players from 
the top five European leagues over the course of six seasons, Muller et al. found that the 
data approach used in the model “can overcome several of crowdsourcing’s practical 
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limitations while producing comparatively accurate estimates” (p. 621), suggesting 
that the objective variables measuring performance and popularity were significant in 
determining the value of the player.
 Several studies focused on the determinants of players’ salaries instead of the 
transfer fees. Brandes and Franck (2012) studied the performance reactions of German 
soccer players to fair and unfair wage allocations. “Fair” wage would be explainable 
by the previous season’s performance as well as by age and experience. The authors 
used Opta Index, a product of a professional sports company, to analyze players 
“performance index” and used that number in their model. Brandes and Franck found 
that the deviations from the fair wage indeed influenced the players’ performance on 
the pitch. Frick (2011) also studied player remuneration and the contract duration. To 
determine the player’s salary, Frick developed an econometric model which included 
both last season’s and career statistics. Frick concluded that recent performances (last 
season) influence the salary much more than the player’s past performances. The author 
also found that region of birth was important, goalkeepers earned significantly less than 
the field players, the captaincy of the player matters as well, and, the maximum earnings 
are enjoyed by players when they are 27–28 years old.
 Another study conducted by Bryson, Frick, and Simmons (2013) explored 
footedness, which is an ability to play soccer with both feet, and connected the ability 
to players’ salaries. The authors used Kicker Magazine and transfermarkt.de data 
sets which included the top 5 European soccer leagues. Bryson et al. found that two-
footedness significantly adds to the players’ salary. Although, it does not significantly 
improve the team’s performance. Fry, Galanos, and Posso (2014) also found a certain 
premium of being a left-footed player. They studied the determinants of the players’ goal 
productivity. Fry et al. found a concave relationship between age and productivity, and 
that young, tall, left-footed strikers have the best probability of scoring a goal. 
 Productivity, the number of goals and assists of a player over the course of 
one season, nationality of the player, and popularity seem to be the main predictors of 
the “superstar effect” in soccer. Lucifora and Simmons (2003) examined the superstar 
effect in the Italian soccer league, the famous Serie A. Other than using the traditional 
variables (goals, assists, appearances), Lucifora and Simmons used two new dummy 
variables –– “superstar indicators” –– depending on the goals per game. The authors 
found that “superstar effects are generated by consumer interest in forward players who 
frequently score goals and/or create goals for their colleagues,” and this was confirmed 
by these players having higher salaries. This finding explains a general consensus in 
the soccer world: attacking players are more valuable and earn more than other players 
(Bryson, Frick, & Simmons, 2013).
 As previously mentioned, productivity does not seem to be the only component 
of the superstar effect. Bryson, Rossi, and Simmons (2014) explored how migrant 
players influence winning. The independent variables used were player’s productivity, 
age, experience, season dummies, and nationality dummies. Bryson et al. used three 
dependent variables: wages, attendance, and team points. The authors found that there 
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was a substantial wage premium for migrant soccer players which is only partially 
explained by their productivity. They concluded that the “superstar effect” indeed exists, 
suggesting that the nationality of the player matters. 
 The popularity component of the superstar effect was explored by Garcia-del-
Barrio and Pujol (2004; 2007). The data set used was Marca, a Spanish newspaper, and 
the variables used, in addition to the traditionally used goals, assists, or games played, 
included the revenue-generating capability of the player (expressed by the total number 
of links reported by Google). The authors concluded that the transfer value of players 
stemmed both from their sporting performance and their economic contribution –– 
which was one of the most surprising and relevant findings of their paper, but also one 
that absolutely makes sense; a player’s popularity and mass media presence increases 
his marketing potential.
 The conclusions by Garcia-del-Barrio and Pujol were tested by Lehmann and 
Schulze (2008). The authors explored the superstar theories for the German Bundesliga 
and whether superstar status and talent explain players’ salaries. Variables used were 
goals, assists, various team dummies, players’ position, tackles, and Google searches. 
Lehmann and Schultze found that both individual performance and media presence 
significantly explained German players’ salaries. A very similar conclusion was 
reached by Franck and Nuesch (2012). The authors studied talent and popularity and 
their contribution to the team’s success. Franck and Nuesch used data from Kicker and 
transfermarkt. Specifically, they used 20 variables that determined the transfer fee and, 
thus, talent. In addition to the traditional variable, they also examined yellow and red 
cards, cross-completion rate, shots, or assists. The authors showed that both talent and 
popularity contribute to the transfer values of the players.
 The studies focusing on nationality had conflicting results. Frick, Pietzner and 
Prinz (2007) studied several questions related to the career duration in professional 
soccer. The authors used an extensive data set from Kicker, and included individual 
characteristics, position dummies, nationality dummies, and institutional environment. 
Frick et al. concluded that there seemed to be a discrimination based on nationality of 
the player regarding the career duration. For instance, South American players tend to be 
eliminated from the top German league more frequently than players from other countries.
 Pedace (2008) studied wage discrimination in the English soccer league. The 
author found that South American players tended to be overpaid even when they did 
not increase the team performance. However, they did increase attendance. Findings by 
Wilson and Yung-Hsiang (2003) seemed to suggest the opposite. The authors analyzed 
nationality discrimination in the five largest soccer leagues. Wilson and Yung-Hsiang 
concluded that players from Balkan or South America increase performance of the team. 
However, these players were under-represented in the teams despite having positive 
influence on attendance and teams’ performances. This might indicate bias from owners 
of the soccer clubs.
 When it comes to a race of the player, results were also conflicting. Reilly and 
Witt (1995) explored the element of race in the transfer fees. The authors included a 
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number of performance variables, differentiated between the divisions of buying and 
selling clubs, and included a dummy variable if the player was black. Reilly and Witt 
found that there was very little evidence of discrimination in transfer fees of these 
players. However, the study did not exclude possible discrimination in other forms.
 Szymanski (2000) proposed a market test for racial discrimination in English 
soccer leagues. The author considered several variables indicating players’ performance 
such as age, career length, goals scored, or player’s position on the pitch. The results 
suggested that the clubs which were underrepresented by black players performed 
worse than other clubs, thus concluding that owners “have paid a premium in the player 
market” (p. 601) by discriminating against black players.
Theoretical Model
This study used a community-driven approach rather than a data-driven approach 
to analyze transfer fees for soccer players and to focus solely on the top 15 richest 
soccer clubs in the world; the choice of variables was highly influenced by this focus 
(which is a big difference between our study and studies done before despite sharing 
a similarity of researching transfer fees and related variables). Players coming to big 
clubs are usually well known before making the transfer –– thus their market value, 
the specifics of their contract, or the players’ popularity measured by their exposure in 
media are also well known and were suggested in our literature review to be crucial in 
determining the players’ transfer fees. Our literature review often discussed goals and 
assists as variables included in various studies; they essentially suggest productivity in 
soccer, thus inclusion of such variables are crucial. The race variable is also significant 
in our analysis since past research suggests that clubs enjoy significant premium in team 
performance from non-white players despite their underrepresentation in soccer clubs. 
Due to the size of our sample, inclusion of certain performance (tackles, yellow and red 
cards, or passing accuracy) and non-performance (international starts, nationality) data 
would not bring anything to the model since the community might include that in their 
market value estimates. 
 Therefore, our general model is as follows:
Fee = β1 + β2MarketValue + β3ContractLeft + β4GoogleResults + β5Productivity + 
β6Race   + ε,
where our dependent variable is the actual transfer fee of the player as reported on 
transfermarkt.com.
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Table 1: Independent Variables
 
 There are 5 independent variables in our model. MarketValue indicates 
the value of the player at the time of the transfer (not at time of collecting data), as 
reported by transfermarkt.com. The market value decided by the community members 
according to the judge principle –– a method of deciding the market value of the player 
hierarchically by selecting a judge who evaluates inputs from community members and 
has the final say on what market value is reported on the website –– can be considered 
as a good estimate of the players’ true values (Herm et al., 2014; Muller et al., 2017). 
Transfermarkt.com market values are based on the community judgment (Herm et al., 
2014). The expected sign is positive since we expect a positive correlation between the 
transfer fee and the community-determined transfer value. 
 ContractLeft is a number in years suggesting how many years a player has 
left on his contract; in other words, it shows how long a player has to play for his 
current club before becoming a free agent. Usually, however, players never reach free 
agency as the players are sold for at least some kind of monetary compensation before 
their contracts expire, circumventing a player leaving “for free.” The selling clubs hold 
more power when they have the player signed for four years rather than for one –– the 
expected sign is therefore positive. The more years the players have on their contract, 
the higher a transfer fee can be demanded for the player.
 GoogleResults is the number of Google results when searching for a specific 
player on Google. The method for collecting these searches was previously used in 
various research articles (Garcia-del-Barrio, Pujol, 2004; 2007) and is as follows: 
“[name of the player]” AND “[the name of the selling club]” AND “football.” We always 
searched by the name in the headline reported on the player’s page on transfermarkt.
com. Likewise, in all cases, the name of the selling club used was not the official full 
name of the club (for instance, Real Madrid, Club Futbol), but rather the headline name 
on the club’s official page on transfermarkt.com. This number is supposed to measure 
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popularity of players in our data set as well as their potential marketing value for the 
new club. The expected sign is positive since the more popular a player is, the more 
value on the market he might be expected to have in reality.
 Productivity measures the sum of goals and assists of a player the season before 
being transferred to a new club. Although assists are often not given the same importance 
as goals, they are equally important for the productivity of a team, as generally there 
would not be a goal without a pass preceding it. Moreover, while some attacking players 
score more, some provide assists, and both types of players are equally valuable to the 
team. As a result, we decided to create one variable from goals and assists, giving them 
equal importance. The expected sign is positive –– the more goals and assists the player 
has, the more expensive he will be on the transfer market. 
 Lastly, race is a dummy variable with two possible values –– 1 if a player is 
originated from the African continent or is a descendant of people from Africa (further 
referred to as “black”), and 0 if a player is “non-black,” which includes players that 
do not fit the definition of the Race variable having value of 1. The rationale behind 
this grouping is the reason that it was used similarly in previous studies by Szymanski 
(2000) and Reilly and Witt (1995). The expected sign is positive, since it was suggested 
by Szymanski (2000) that enjoy significant premium in team performance by signing 
black players (p. 602).
 All of the independent variables are expected to have a positive linear relationship 
with the dependent variable, the fee paid for the player.
Data
The main source of data for this study was the website transfermarkt.com which is 
widely recognized as one of the most reliable sources for soccer data and has been 
used as a data source for numerous past studies (Bryson et al., 2013; 2014; Franck 
and Nuesch, 2012; Herm et al., 2014; Muller et al., 2017). All data was obtained in 
the month of October 2017, and the data did not include the current season which is 
reasonable since we need to measure player’s performance, productivity, and popularity 
before the transfer, not after. For the GoogleResults variable, we used Google.com, and 
the data was collected on November 7, 2017.
 There are 49 players in our sample, and all made a transfer in the 2017 summer 
transfer window which took place between July 1,t 2017 and August 31, 2017. All of the 
players made a move to one of the top-15 most valuable and richest clubs in the world 
(Forbes.com, 2017), namely: Manchester United, Barcelona, Real Madrid, Bayern 
Munich, Manchester City, Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool, Juventus, Tottenham Hotspur, 
Paris Saint-Germain, Borussia Dortmund, AC Milan, Atletico de Madrid, and West 
Ham United. All of these clubs compete in the five prominent European soccer leagues 
which are in England, Spain, Italy, Germany, and France. The descriptive statistics are 
as follows:
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Table 2: Descriptive Statistics
 There were four main conditions to include a player in the data set. First, the 
player had to play in a senior league prior to the transfer; this allowed an accurate 
representation of his productivity compared to other players. Second, the transfer fee 
had to represent the true price of the player in the summer transfer window. This means 
no buyback clauses or no fees already agreed on for already loaned players waiting to 
be transferred. Third, transfermarkt.com had to have a record of the player’s previous 
contract length as well as his market value; in other words, we had to have complete 
data on the player to include him in the data set. Lastly, due to the sample size, we were 
unable to include goalkeepers at all since there were very few of them in the data set.
 There were some irregularities in the data set. The players who transferred “for free” 
also had expired contracts from their previous club, which means that both variables “fee” 
and “contractleft” are 0 in that instance. However, they still had a market value and a record 
of their previous season’s performance. There was one obvious outlier which is probably 
very apparent to all the soccer fans who are familiar with the summer transfer window. 
Neymar transferred for an astronomical fee of 222 million euros while the second highest 
fee in the transfer window paid was “only” 105 million euros for Ousmane Dembele from 
Borussia Dortmund to FC Barcelona. However, since Neymar is a superstar and one of the 
most valuable players in the world, his inclusion in the model makes sense, especially in a 
data set full of superstars. The complete list of players included is in the appendix. 
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Empirical Model and Results
We did two regression runs in our study. The first one, which also included aforementioned 
outlier Neymar, and the second one which did not include him in the regression. The 
results are as follows. 
Table 3: Regression Results
 Table 3 shows the model summary. R2 of 0.929 and adjusted R2 of 0.92 indicate 
great closeness of the data to the regression line. In other words, approximately 92% of the 
variability in the dependent variable around its mean is explained by this model and the 
independent variables used. In the context of this analysis, it means that our model makes 
a relatively precise prediction of the fee for the player given the independent variables 
used in our linear regression. Table 3 shows our analysis of variance of the model. With 
an F-statistic of 112.085, the model’s p-value is 0.000, which means that the whole model 
is indeed significant. In other words, our table shows that the relationship between the 
transfer fee and all the independent variables is statistically significant at a >99% level.
 When it comes to independent variables, all seem to be significant at the 98% 
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level with ContractLeft and GoogleResults showing as the most significant variables 
with the highest t-values –– 6.302 and 8.043 respectively. The lowest significance 
amongst all variables is 98.2%, suggesting that productivity is the least significant out 
of all, but is still 3.2% above than the 95% critical t-value, making the variable still 
statistically significant.
 The intercept of -9.942 says that when all dependent variables hold a value of 
zero, the player has a negative value. However, since our conditions clearly state that all 
the buying clubs are in top-15 most valuable and richest clubs in the world, and only the 
players with at least a year of professional career are included in the data set, a negative 
number in the intercept is not a problem. It is highly improbable that the player would 
hold a value of zero in all five independent variables, especially popularity (Google 
results) or his market value. 
 The beta for market value indicates that for every million that the soccer 
community from transfermarkt.com predicts, the value of the player rises by 0.529 
million in real transfer fee. This number suggests that the community might have a 
real power over the transfer fee of the player, as Herm et al. (2014) explained, since 
the number is used in the actual negotiation between the buying and selling clubs. The 
potential implication for the soccer managers around the world might be huge –– the 
fans can influence the transfer.
 With every year of the contract, the player’s price rises by 7.264 million. This 
heavily supports our prediction that the buying club is in a position of disadvantage since 
the premium for every year of the player’s current contract is more than 7 million euros. 
In other words, it seems to be very advantageous for a club to offer long-term contracts 
to its players. If the selling club decides to hold on to the player instead of selling him, 
the premium for doing that is 7.264 million per year. On the top of that, provided that 
the selling club will not bring in a replacement, wages are a significant expense as well.
Per every 10,000 Google results, the player’s price increases by 0.111 million. Popularity 
seems to significantly increase a player’s cost on the market. With a mean value of 
approximately 611,416 Google searches, an average player’s cost in one of the richest 
clubs in the world rises by 6.78 million euros. Mass media and reporting seem to have a 
real impact on the future transfer fee of the player.
 The last independent variable in our regression equation is race. If the player is 
black, his transfer fee increases by 10.581 million, which supports Szymanski’s (2000) 
findings, but in a different way than maybe expected. Szymanski concluded that the 
clubs with more black players perform better, and those clubs who do not have as many 
black players pay the premium for not being successful by not having black players in 
the team. In our model, the situation seems to be the other way around –– and the clubs 
realize that black players cost more possibly because of their better performances or 
physical ability (which, however, we cannot confirm by our model). 
 Exclusion of Neymar produced surprising results. To compare, the following 
empirical model regression equation includes Neymar, the record-holder in the highest 
transfer fee in history, in the data set:
76
Lukas Barbuscak
Fee = -9.942 + 0.529MarketValue + 7.264ContractLeft + 0.111GoogleResults + 
0.585Productivity + 10.581Race + ε,
and the following regression equation does not include Neymar in the data set:
Fee = -9.874 + 0.534MarketValue + 7.243ContractLeft + 0.106GoogleResults + 
0.591Productivity + 10.686Race + ε.
 The R2 decreased from 0.929 to 0.8, and the adjusted R2 from 0.92 to 0.776. 
P-value stayed the same, but F decreased by a great amount from 112.085 to 33.5. 
The model still makes a prediction of the fee and is still significant. The individual 
Beta values did not change outstandingly; the constant value increased, market value 
increased as well, contract left and Google results decreased, and both productivity 
and race increased; none of the changes deform the model. However, the t-value for 
Google results decreased from 8.043 to 2.309, which is surprising, and the significance 
decreased somewhat as well. 
 These changes might be explained by the fact that although Neymar is an outlier, 
he (and his values of independent variables) fit the model perfectly. The values did 
not increase or decrease individual Betas significantly. Thus, inclusion or exclusion of 
Neymar did not influence the model itself by great measures. A possible interpretation is 
that although his transfer fee might have been marked absolutely illogical and outrageous 
in general opinion of the soccer world, fans, managers, or coaches, his transfer value 
makes sense. 
Conclusion
 Based on a linear regression analysis of 49 players transferring to the richest 
and most valuable soccer clubs in the world, this paper has shown that the high amounts 
of money spent on soccer players in the top European teams is justified either by their 
productivity or their popularity. Race of the player and the years left on his contract 
seem to play a significant part in explaining the transfer fees as well. Moreover, the 
community valuation predictor and its significance to the regression equation suggests 
that the opinion of the soccer community really matters, and that the community 
prediction is a strong indicator of a real market value of the player, or how much any 
club is willing to pay for him, in the transfer fee. 
 The results are consistent with previous research. As Herm et al. (2014) pointed 
out, “The community has become the main source for reporting market values in the 
media and has a strong impact on the real sports economy. In fact, it is used in real 
market transactions and wage negotiations, indicating the power of crowd wisdom in the 
sports management context” (p. 490). The results seem to suggest that this is true, and 
the soccer community has much more power over the transfer fees than people that are a 
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part of it might think. Not only does the market value on transfermarkt.com successfully 
predict the transfer fees, it also plays an important role in an actual transfer. 
  As several researchers pointed out, one variable, years on the contract left, 
seems to be crucial in any regression model predicting transfer fees (Carmicheal et al, 
1999; Frick, 2007), but the details of these contracts often remain private (Carmicheal 
et al, 1999). This fact has made a complete analysis with this variable almost impossible 
in the past, especially when players from lesser-known leagues are included in the data 
set. However, this study analyzed only the players coming into the biggest clubs in 
the world, and the data on such players’ contracts are usually available to the public. 
Our research suggests that the time until contract expiration is significant and directly 
influences the transfer fee the selling club demands from the buying club.
 One of the most crucial findings of this study is the fact that we can confirm 
Garcia-del-Barrio’s and Pujol’s (2004; 2007) theory that popularity, as measured by 
the number of results on Google, influences the economics of soccer. Since then, the 
variable “Google results” as a predictor of popularity has been used in several studies 
(Lehmann & Schulze, 2008; Herm et al., 2014; Muller et al., 2017) in some form, and all 
of these studies found a connection between the player’s popularity and his transfer fee 
and/or salary. Our findings support this conclusion with the number of Google searches 
being one of the main predictors of the transfer fee for the player in our model.
 If the soccer community thought that the amount of money paid for Neymar did 
not make sense, our study hints that they might have been mistaken. With the coefficients 
having almost the same values with or without his inclusion in our sample, and with 
both lower R2 and lower adjusted R2 model significance without his inclusion, the model 
seems to justify Neymar’s high transfer fee. In addition, the model itself seems to be 
weaker if Neymar is excluded as hinted by the F-test. The model seems to be stronger 
with his inclusion even though he is technically a sole outlier in our data set. 
 To confirm the findings of this study, more research should be done on the topic, 
ideally one combining a data-driven approach and a community valuation approach in 
the model for the richest and the most valuable clubs in the world. In addition, a study 
with a larger sample size would be welcome. However, since the top clubs buy only a 
few players each year, such a data set would be rather difficult to obtain, especially as 
there is clearly inflation present (Dobson & :Gerrard, 1999) in the soccer transfer market 
making it difficult to compare data from several transfer windows. This fact also hints at 
even higher transfer fees in the future. Neymar’s record $250 million transfer might not 
be unusual anymore.
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Abstract 
In J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, Tom Bombadil initially appears to be merely 
an eccentric, episodic character. Yet, upon close reading his enchanting spirit embodies 
moral significance throughout the trilogy when members in the war against Sauron 
recall his spirit in moments of hope and despair. Though he only appears to the Hobbits 
within the Old Forest, Bombadil represents ideals present throughout the entire story. As 
Tolkien wrote, “[Bombadil] represents something that I feel important, though I would 
not be prepared to analyze the feeling precisely. I would not, however, have left him in, 
if he did not have some kind of function” (Letters 178). While Bombadil’s “function” 
may appear unclear, his presence remains essential to The Lord of the Rings. Because 
Bombadil aids but also distances himself from Rivendell, literary critics struggle to 
understand how Bombadil informs The Lord of the Rings through his role in the war 
against Sauron.1
Brandon Best
Cedarville University
Romantic Theology as Revelation 
through Tom Bombadil and 
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 Though they interpret him as a morally good force, most scholars suggest 
Bombadil unsettles Rivendell’s ideals. Literary critic Gary Herbert argues Bombadil, 
practicing Socrates’ approach to Plato’s “The Ring of Gyges,” discredits Rivendell’s 
pursuit of justice. Herbert alleges The Lord of the Rings mirrors “The Ring of Gyges,” 
a story of a shepherd boy who discovers a ring of unlimited power, enabling him to 
overthrow an evil king. Because the ring’s power corrupts the shepherd boy too, Socrates 
concludes the pursuit of justice does not represent an inherent good, “an impotence…
old Tom Bombadil” shares by declining to join Rivendell’s coalition against Mordor 
(156). Herbert contends the rings in both tales evince “the power of speech, especially 
moral rhetoric and its capacity for concealing injustice,” which Socrates and Bombadil 
repudiate by refusing “the demands of an ideal or the ideology of an era” (157, 158). 
Bombadil and Socrates’ strategic indifference separates them from the regimes of their 
day, which can only be “defectively just” by relying on power to secure justice (158). 
Thus, Bombadil, like Socrates, rejects uses of power to undermine the moral rhetoric of 
Rivendell. In contrast with Herbert, other scholars posit Bombadil as a different form of 
good than Rivendell, though both remain allies.
 In “Beorn and Bombadil: A Tale of Two Heroes,” literary scholar Paul W. Lewis 
portrays Beorn and Bombadil as complimentary enigmas, providing natural aspects to 
the story’s aesthetic. While Beorn and Bombadil do not contribute to The Lord of the 
Rings’ plot, Lewis argues Tolkien believed “enigmas are essential to a story,” because 
real life presents enigmas as well (157). Thus, Middle-Earth must contain enigmas 
which provide an intuitive understanding of truth. Despite his inability to advance the 
war against Sauron for failing to “understand the need for his keeping of the Ring,” 
Bombadil displays a principled ethical code which offers “insight into reality” through 
the morally significant names he ascribes to various creatures and objects (155, 156). 
With his perception, “Tom Bombadil [highlights] a significant theme in LotR, that is 
that there is both evil in the world independent of Sauron, and good independent of the 
Fellowship of the Ring” (157). Through his incomprehensibility, Bombadil deconstructs 
the divisions of good and evil to create a more realistic Middle-earth.
 Mythological scholars Michael Treschow and Mark Duckworth portray 
Bombadil as a complete good, unable to intermingle with evil. Though “he is not disposed 
to help solve the present problem” by attacking Mordor, Bombadil demonstrates his 
goodness by aiding the Hobbits’ journey through Withywindle to “help in the fight 
against darkness” as much as he can without leaving his homeland (187, 188). While 
he aligns with Rivendell, Bombadil cannot fight Sauron because he “has no desire for 
power, no will to dominate” (187). Though this stance establishes Bombadil as “the 
moral opposite of Sauron,” ultimately, Bombadil’s goodwill alone cannot defeat evil 
(187). As Bombadil removes himself from the war on Sauron, Treschow and Duckworth 
understand his primary virtue as a “creature who lives outside of civilization in full 
1    Like Treschow and Duckworth, this essay uses “Rivendell” to refer to “the leadership of the coalition of free 
peoples” (187).
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communion with the natural order, who likewise keeps to his own with a spirit of mastery 
thereof but not domination” (189). While “Rivendell will finally conform completely to 
Bombadil’s renunciation of power,” they must disregard his moral code for the present 
war with Sauron (188). While Bombadil frees himself from the Ring’s temptation, he 
cannot defeat Sauron but relies on Rivendell to protect him. Though he represents a 
perfect good, Bombadil remains impotent to oppose evil.
 However, these critics fail to synthesize Bombadil’s fidelity to Rivendell with 
his role as Rivendell’s moral model after the fall of Mordor. While Lewis understands 
the importance of Bombadil’s faithful aid to Rivendell, he cannot account for Rivendell’s 
loyalty to Bombadil’s ethic at the end of story. Conversely, Herbert, Treschow, and 
Duckworth emphasize Bombadil’s distinct moral role but minimize the effect of 
Bombadil on the Hobbits as well as his support for Rivendell. These interpretations either 
belittle or aggrandize his refusal to fight beyond the Old Forest, placing Bombadil in 
ideological conflict with the Hobbit’s despite their affinity for each other throughout The 
Lord of the Rings. Though Bombadil and the Hobbits initially embody different ideals, 
Bombadil exerts moral influence on the Hobbits as they pass through Withywindle, 
teaching them how to engage with the Ring and the war against Mordor. The romantic 
theology of Charles Williams, one of Tolkien’s fellow Inklings, can explain how 
Bombadil can simultaneously embody a moral ideal and justify Rivendell’s war against 
Sauron. Williams’ shows how coinherence, the free giving and taking of oneself in 
relation with others, can reveal divine elements in all beings. Through modeling perfect 
coinherence for the Hobbits passing through Withywindle, Bombadil shows the Hobbits 
the temptation of control the Ring poses which threatens to prevent free relations from 
forming. By introducing the Hobbits to his perfected relationships, Bombadil suggests 
Rivendell’s quest to save Middle Earth goes beyond merely defeating Mordor but 
necessitates the practice of free coinherence with all other beings.
 Because of Tolkien’s relationship with Charles Williams during the development 
of the trilogy, Williams’ ideas, especially about romantic theology, provide insight into 
The Lord of the Rings. Williams frequently critiqued Tolkien’s writings, including The 
Lord of the Rings and “On Fairy Stories” (Handbook 224). As Tolkien accepted and 
implemented his input, Williams’ ideas entered into Tolkien’s prose and this relationship 
granted Williams unique access to Tolkien’s work. Tolkien notes Williams’ acute 
discernment about The Lord of the Rings, writing, “[Charles] Williams, who is reading 
[The Lord of the Rings], says the great thing is that its centre is not in strife and war and 
heroism (though they are understood and depicted) but in freedom, peace, ordinary life 
and good liking” (105). By applying Williams’ thought, readers can similarly access his 
insights into The Lord of the Rings’ meaning. While he eventually shunned Williams’ 
theology, Tolkien valued Williams’ literary insight while he composed The Lord of the 
Rings. A decade after his friends’ death, in 1955, Tolkien described his relationship with 
Williams, writing, “I do not think we influenced one another at all!” (Letters 159).2 
Yet, Tolkien’s later distaste for Williams should be minimized in contrast with their 
relationship during the writing of The Lord of the Rings, where Tolkien allowed Williams 
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to shape the story. For example, in 1944, Tolkien emphasized his agreement with 
Williams in the midst of the writing process, describing how about he, C.S. Lewis, and 
Charles Williams shared “a feast of reason and flow of soul, partly because we all agree 
so” (102). Through their conversation, Tolkien exchanged his thoughts with Williams, 
where their ideas connected and shaped each other. Because Williams participated 
within their shared literary club, “The Inklings,” Tolkien regularly interacted with his 
romantic thought. Recognizing the permeation of romantic thought in other aspects of 
Tolkien’s work, literary historian Colin Duriez finds romantic thought evidenced through 
Aragorn and Arwen in The Lord of the Rings as well as through Beren and Luthien in 
The Silmarillion (Oxford 143). By using Williams’ thought to understand Bombadil’s 
place in The Lord of the Rings, romantic theology can reveal how Bombadil accentuates 
the work’s central concerns about the nature of conflict and peace.
 For Williams, coinherence represents the “[indwelling of] one another 
reciprocally…abiding of every self not in itself but in another” (Newman 6). This other-
centeredness, when practiced physically or spiritually, cultivates a greater consciousness 
between individuals. As individuals coinhere, they become increasingly cognizant of 
various aspects of their own and others’ lives, learning to think of themselves in relation 
to others. Within “The Order of the Co-Inherence,” Williams illustrates the ideals of 
coinherence through intercourse, conception, and childbirth, writing, 
  “A man can have no child unless his seed is received and carried by a  
  woman; a woman can have no child unless she receives and   
  carries the seed of a man—literally bearing the burden. It is   
  not only a mutual act; it is a mutual act of substitution. The   
  child itself for nine months literally coinheres in its mother;   
  there is no human creature that has not sprung from such period   
  of such  interior growth” (146).
Using the act of sex to portray spiritual realities, Williams exemplifies the literal and 
metaphorical aspects of intercourse to demonstrate how coinherence sustains life through 
procreation and the human interconnectedness it necessitates. This principle of mutual 
substitution reflects how life biologically continues alongside the search for spiritual 
fulfillment, as humanity can only continue through coinhering. As the father and mother 
participate in the “mutual act of substitution,” coinherence orients people towards an 
other-centered consciousness where they can sustain life through relating to others.
 As childbirth reflects the giving and taking of life, the immaculate conception 
of Jesus epitomizes coinherence by showing complete embodiment of the divine in 
human form. In Outlines of Romantic Theology, Williams describes Mary’s motherhood 
of Jesus as the “supreme experience…that other activities are judged and ordered in 
relation to it” (17). Through her physical and spiritual coinherence with Jesus, Mary 
becomes the ideal spiritual human, because Jesus, while coinhering through her womb, 
2     Later, in 1964, Tolkien further wrote of his growing distaste for Williams, writing, “I am a man of limited 
sympathies (but well aware of it), and [Charles] Williams lies almost completely outside them” (Letters 349).
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embodied both human and divine natures. This coinherence epitomizes Romantic 
Theology’s central principle—“identification of love with Jesus Christ, and of marriage 
with His life”—showing how divine elements can be present and substituted amongst 
human beings (14). By identifying with Jesus, people attune themselves to the divine 
aspects of creation, making them more “conscious of that grace of God” evidenced 
through Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection (17). Cognizant of God’s presence and 
substitutionary grace, practitioners of coinherence recognize God’s grace throughout 
the world and see how they can identify with Christ, coinhering with the divine. Thus, 
coinherence reveals greater spiritual realities within the physical world.
 With greater spiritual awareness, people can see beyond their own 
anthropomorphic perspectives and begin recognizing elements of the divine in others. 
Describing how coinherence changes lovers’ perspectives through romantic experiences, 
Williams writes, “Lovers are manifest to each other’s eyes in their original perfection” 
(12). This consciousness empowers lovers to see each other with the full potential for 
good relationships like God created them, apart from merely their relationships in their 
current state. Williams describes the experience of seeing a female lover through this 
perspective, writing, “She appears to him, as it were, archetypal, the alpha and omega 
of creation; without father or mother, without human ties of any sort, for she is before 
humanity, the first-created of God” (16). Through this vision, lovers witness each other 
as God does, within the original glory of creation in direct and good relation to God. 
Through envisioning these relationships, every person can return to their consummate 
form through a direct communion with God and creation. Through sexual love, creatures 
can rediscover the original context of creation as well.
 Beyond sexual relationships, coinherence creates romantic relationships with 
all creation, showing the potential for all relationships to coinhere. Though epitomized 
through “sexual love…freely given, freely accepted,” all romantic experiences represent 
coinherence to a degree, among these “chiefly nature and friendship” (7). By relating 
freely to creation, more life experiences become romantic through coinherence, as 
one extends the desire for a lover to other aspects of creation. This “love…demands 
the attention of the intellect and the spirit for its understanding and its service” (7). 
Through holistically engaging the person, coinherence unifies separate people, leading 
to perfection and resembling the original unity of Eden. Through the practice of these 
relationships, romantic theology represents how “[an] ordinary relationship between 
two people can become one that is extraordinary, one that grants…visions of perfection” 
(Hadfield viii). Lovers, through developing their sensitivity for redemption, begin to 
understand their ideal experiences as perfection and cultivate their desire for redemption 
as they begin to imagine life in communion with God. Yet, as desire for perfection 
grows, lovers realize inferior experiences as well.
 Through their comprehension of perfection, lovers acutely recognize the 
imperfect. Explaining how lovers comprehend marred relationships through their 
desire for salvation, Williams writes, “Love can only see the next world by virtue of 
that eyesight which sees and is not afraid to see the flaws in this” (12). By desiring 
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salvific relationships, lovers simultaneously recognize relationships incompatible with 
salvation. Coinherence purposes relationships for the sake of love itself, rather than 
the mere construction of relationships, which erroneously focuses “on the symbol and 
never on the fullness of symbol and symbolized” (49). Through differentiating between 
relationships’ symbol and meaning, people apprehend the function and purpose of 
relationships to ultimately become Christlike. As love represents the purpose of reality, 
one finds meaning through coinhering practices.
 In contrast to coinherence, temptation manipulates others as a means to construct 
the symbol of love through control. Williams analyzes this transgression, which recalls 
the temptation of Christ, writing, “All…temptations are one: to hasten in some way for his 
own benefit the process which is Himself” (20-21). God created people in Christ’s image, 
to become like Christ, yet, sin tempts people to save themselves through implementing 
control, rather than Christ’s practice of loving freely. By attempting to circumvent the 
redemptive process, sin degenerates consciousness through a “slowly attained passivity 
[to] a state throbbing with deliberate choice, vibrant with the infinite moments of choice 
by which it is slowly induced” (21). Gradually desensitizing consciousness, sin distorts 
the separation between good and evil. Without this delineation, selfish relationships 
appear as legitimate and justified. By dominating others, control impedes coinherence, 
precluding any improvement of relationships.
 Through developing relationships with the world, creatures choose to either 
dominate through control or coinhere through love that is freely given and freely 
received. The Lord of the Rings represents this conflict as Rivendell attempts to destroy 
the Ring, a tool of power capable of controlling all Middle-Earth. Within The Lord of 
the Rings, Tom Bombadil supports Rivendell’s war against Sauron through his aid to the 
Hobbits, guiding them through the Old Forest. After Mordor falls, Rivendell aligns with 
Bombadil’s ethic by practicing his democratic and natural lifestyle which prioritizes the 
freedom of each creature. As Bombadil represents the final goal of the war on Sauron, he 
demonstrates the purpose Rivendell’s campaign against Mordor. Demonstrating Charles 
Williams’ romantic ideal within J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, Tom Bombadil 
models salvation for the Hobbits through his mastery of coinherence.
 Initially during their journey through Withywindle, the Hobbits experience 
the effects of Tom’s perfected romantic relationships. Upon entering the Old Forest, 
the Hobbits encounter the trees’ strengthened consciousness. Merry recognizes the 
powerful relationships between the trees, saying, “The Forest is queer. Everything in 
it is very much more alive, more aware of what is going on, so to speak than things 
are in the Shire” (Fellowship 108). The Hobbits realize both a form of consciousness 
different than their own as well as the acute perception generated by the interrelated life 
forms. This consciousness escalates as the Hobbits near Withywindle, Tom Bombadil’s 
home, when Merry says, “The Withywindle Valley is said to be the queerest part of 
the whole wood––the centre from which all the queerness comes, as it were” (111). 
The Hobbits suggest the strongest consciousness emanates from Bombadil’s abode, 
indicating he is the source of the intense relationships. But, unable to understand the 
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relations between the beings, the Hobbits experience dissonance within the Old Forest, 
interpreting the interrelatedness of the trees as a threat. As they experience a different 
form of consciousness, the Hobbits conflict with the unity of the forest.
 In attacking the Hobbit’s, the trees’ confront the danger Frodo, Sam, Pippin, 
and Merry pose to the Forest’s coinhering relationships. Describing the Shire’s history 
with the Old Forest, Merry explains how, after the Shire constructed the Hedge to divide 
themselves from the forest, the trees advanced and “leaned over” (108). In response to the 
trees growth, the Hobbits escalated their force against them: “the hobbits came and cut 
down hundreds of trees, and made a great bonfire in the Forest, and burned all the group 
in a long strip east of the Hedge,” after which the trees became “very unfriendly” towards 
Hobbits (108). Because the Hobbits attempted to dominate the trees, the Hobbits and trees 
eliminated relation or attempt at communion between the two species. This tension causes 
the trees to attack Frodo, Sam, Pippin, and Merry, because the trees, while coinhering 
amongst themselves, do not sympathize with the Hobbits. Because the trees and Hobbits 
only coinhere amongst themselves, their coinherence remains unfulfilled, posing the two 
groups against each other. Only partially coinhering, the Hobbits and Trees still resort to 
attempts at controlling each other, limiting the relational potential.
 However, by intervening between the trees and Hobbits and pacifying both, 
Tom raises their consciousness of their relationships, teaching them to better practice 
coinherence. Even before aiding the Hobbits, he orders Frodo and Sam to “Don’t crush 
my lilies!” (117). Bombadil calls on the Hobbits to improve their relationship with nature 
before aiding Merry and Pippin. Then, to save the Hobbits, Tom simply calls to Old Man 
Willow, “What be you a-thinking of? You should not be waking. Eat earth! Dig deep! 
Drink water! Go to sleep! Bombadil is talking!” (118). By ordering Old Man Willow 
to “Eat earth! Dig deep! Drink water” and the Hobbits to respect the flowers, Bombadil 
suggests they should commune with nature to find peace, suggesting they should focus 
on improving their own relationships with the world rather than attempting to control 
others. In defending the weaker from the stronger creature in both these situations, 
Bombadil amends relationships through suggesting how they can be improved, rather 
than through coercing others. Tom displays his alliance to the Fellowship as well as his 
dedication to and understanding of goodness, extending his coinherence from the lilies 
to the free peoples to the ancient forests. Through stewarding relationships throughout 
his forest, Bombadil coinheres with all living beings.
 Through his marriage to Goldberry, Bombadil models the practice of romantic 
relationships for the rest of Middle-earth. After rescuing the Hobbits, Tom answers 
their questions about him and the forest by responding, “You shall come home with 
me! The table is all laden with yellow cream, honeycomb, and white bread and butter. 
Goldberry is waiting. Time enough for questions around the supper table” (118). Rather 
than instructing the Hobbits, Tom introduces them to his marriage to Goldberry to 
help them understand himself. By prioritizing the experience above instruction, Tom 
reflects William’s “theology of marriage as a sacrament” rather than the enforcement of 
laws, as the Hobbits must see the outward practice of his spirituality to understand his 
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ethic (Outlines 10). Tom’s emphasizes his relationship with Goldberry as the ideal form of 
coinherence, open to all creatures to witness and to share. Approaching his home, Tom sings, 
  “Hey! Come derry dol! Hop along, my hearties!
  Hobbits! Ponies all! We are fond of parties.
  Now let the fun begin! Let us sing together!” (Fellowship 119).
To Tom’s invitation, Goldberry replies,
  “Now let the song begin! Let us sing together
  Of sun, stars, moon and mist, rain and cloudy weather,
  Light on the budding leaf, dew on the feather,
  Wind on the open hill, bells on the heather,
  Reeds by the shady pool, lilies on the water:
  Old Tom Bombadil and the River-daughter!” (120).
With their call, Tom and Goldberry invite all beings to freely share in their sacrament. 
The communion through parties and song shows the extent of their coinherence, as he 
opens his home so all of Middle-Earth can learn from their relationship. In singing of all 
creation, Bombadil and Goldberry praise the natural order as something inherently good 
and unify themselves with that order. Through their marriage, Bombadil and Goldberry 
embody fulfilled relations, recognizing their potential to commune with all creation.
 In perfect coinherence, Bombadil and Goldberry appear archetypal to the Hobbits, 
introducing them to the potential for coinherence with all creation. As the Hobbits hear her 
call, Goldberry sounds “as young and as ancient as Spring,” demonstrating her closeness 
with nature (119). Later, when the Hobbits come to his home, Goldberry refers to herself 
as the “River-daughter” and appears to the Hobbits “to be enthroned” amongst nature, 
further reinforcing her preeminence in the natural order (120, 121). These descriptions 
show Goldberry to be, as Williams writes, “without human ties of any sort, for she 
is before humanity” (Outlines 16). Similarly, Bombadil appears preternatural when 
Elrond describes him as “oldest and fatherless” to the council at Rivendell, showing 
Bombadil to be foremost amongst all of Middle-Earth (297). Bombadil and Goldberry, 
by appearing as firstborn creatures, embody the original relations in creation like Adam 
and Eve within Eden, introducing the Hobbits to completely united relationships.
 Through their relationship, Tom and Goldberry also show the Hobbits their 
own incompleteness in contrast to the forest’s coinherence. Welcoming the Hobbits into 
her home, Goldberry says, “Fear nothing! For tonight you are under the roof of Tom 
Bombadil” (121). Safe from all threats, Bombadil and Goldberry immerse the Hobbits 
within coinhering relationships, which alleviate their worries. Frodo experiences this 
fulfillment as he enters their home, stating, “Now the joy that was hidden in the songs 
we heard is made plain to me” (121). To the Hobbits, Bombadil’s coinherence evinces 
their own incomplete relations because Frodo experiences joy, something previously 
obscured from him. As he becomes sensitive to joy, Frodo perceives the flaws within his 
own relations because his consciousness can comprehend the joy he seeks, but Frodo 
also begins to understand Tom’s coinherence. Witnessing Tom’s fulfilled practice of 
coinherence, Frodo apprehends the meaning of love, beyond the symbolic relations. 
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After Frodo asks “Who is Tom Bombadil?” Goldberry explains Tom’s relationship with 
the forest:
  “The trees and the grasses and all things growing or living in the land  
  belong each to themselves. Tom Bombadil is the Master. No one   
  has ever caught old Tom walking in the forest, wading in the water,  
  leaping on the hill-tops under light and shadow. He has no fear. Tom  
  Bombadil is master” (122).
As each being belongs to itself, Goldberry shows that free relationships enable the forest 
to coinhere. Since each being freely acts, they can form mutual relationships, reflecting 
William’s ideal love, “freely given, freely accepted” (Outlines 9). Belonging to itself, 
each being can express its desire to give itself to the others. Through seeing Tom’s 
fulfilled relationship with the forest, Frodo learns Bombadil’s relationships do not come 
through control but only through coinherence.
 As the Hobbits commune with them, Bombadil and Goldberry provide them an 
experience similar to Mary’s identification with Jesus Christ. As they commune with 
Bombadil and Goldberry, the Hobbits “became suddenly aware that they were singing 
merrily, as if it was easier and more natural than talking” (Fellowship 123). The Hobbit’s 
singing reflects Mary’s song, when she learned of her role as Christ’s mother in Luke 
1:46-55, implying the Hobbits’ experience reflects Mary’s “supreme experience” when 
she conceived Jesus (Outlines 17). Similarly, Bombadil and Goldberry symbolize Christ 
when Goldberry tells the Hobbits, “Come now, my merry friends, and Tom will refresh 
you! You shall clean grimy hands, and wash your weary faces; cast off your muddy 
cloaks and comb out your tangles!” and, later, tending to their “tired feet,” reflecting 
Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet in John 13 (Fellowship 123). Reflecting Christ, 
Bombadil makes the Hobbits “conscious of that grace of God” as he gives his service to 
him (Outlines 17). Demonstrating this grace to the Hobbits, Tom elucidates the Hobbit’s 
role in the fight against Mordor in light of their ultimate purpose for Middle Earth. In 
serving the Hobbits, Tom acts as Christ did after washing his disciples’ feet. Jesus told 
his disciples, “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very 
truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him,” showing the disciples his divinity directly through his giving himself 
to them (New International Version, 13.15-16). By showing himself to be God and yet a 
servant, Jesus necessitates his disciples follow his example. Similarly, Bombadil reveals 
his status as a means to call the Hobbits to their duty, saying, 
  “Eldest, that’s what I am. Mark my words, my friends: Tom was here  
  before the river and the trees; Tom remembers the first raindrop and  
  the first acorn. He made paths before the Big People, and saw the  
  little People arriving. He was here before the Kings and the graves  
  and the Barrow-wights. When the Elves passed westward, Tom was  
  here already, before the seas were bent. He knew the dark under the  
  stars when it was fearless - before the Dark Lord came from   
  Outside” (Fellowship 129).
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While Tom demonstrates his power over evil, he simultaneously portrays the Hobbits’ 
role within the struggle. Tom reveals the options the Hobbits may follow: whether they 
wish to follow Bombadil’s coinhering relations or the Dark Lord’s domination, which 
inspires fear to destroy freedom. By revealing the moral challenge, Tom elucidates 
Rivendell’s purpose in the war against Sauron within the greater spiritual conflict.
 As they understand their spiritual role, the Hobbits also understand the meaning 
of the Ring. Delineating between master and owner, Tom shows mastery to be the fully 
realized process of coinhering, while the Ring only simulates coinherence through 
control. When Frodo asks Goldberry, “Then all this strange land belongs to him?” she 
replies, “No indeed! That would indeed be a burden…The trees and the grasses and 
all things growing or living in the land belong each to themselves. Tom Bombadil is 
the Master” (122). As “all things…belong each to themselves,” the creatures freely 
surrender themselves to Bombadil’s mastery. The Ring’s control cannot offer anything 
more to Tom, who achieved total coinherence through becoming the master. With perfect 
relationships, Tom cannot be tempted by the Ring; instead, Tom “put [the Ring] to his eye 
and laughed,” showing the Ring’s impotence to tempt him whatsoever (130). Immune to 
the Ring, Bombadil shows the Hobbits the choices between the Ring’s relationships and 
true coinherence. By showing the Hobbits his coinhering, Bombadil reveals relationships 
perfected beyond the temptation the Ring poses. As well as revealing how Frodo can be 
redeemed, Bombadil uncovers the evil of the Ring for Frodo to understand. Bothered by 
Bombadil’s indifference to the Ring, Frodo puts the Ring on (131). Yet, Bombadil can 
still see Frodo, instructing him,
  “Take off your golden ring! Your hand’s more fair without it. Come  
  back! Leave your game and sit down beside me! We must talk a while  
  more, and think about the morning. Tom must teach the right road, and  
  keep your feet from wandering” (131).
With his stronger consciousness, Bombadil recognizes evil and the Ring cannot deceive 
him, allowing him to see Frodo with “a most seeing look in his shining eyes,” undeceived 
by the illusion of power (131). He rebukes Frodo for wandering while revealing “the right 
road” to Frodo as well. Through Bombadil, the Hobbits can understand their own sins 
which impede coinhering relationships. From this revelation, the Hobbits understand their 
choice between meaningful coinherence and the manipulation proffered by the Ring.
 Because of their encounter with Bombadil, the Hobbits’ romantic experiences 
empower their struggle against evil. After leaving the forest, Frodo loses contact with 
his fellow Hobbits amidst the fog and sees a Barrow-wight. The encounter tempts Frodo 
to “put on the Ring” and flee, though abandoning Merry, and Sam, and Pippin, but 
escaping “free and alive himself” (138). Realizing the Ring would save himself at the 
expense of others, Frodo chooses to not use the Ring, risking himself to save his friends. 
Surrendering himself for them, Frodo begins to sing Bombadil’s song to recover his 
strength. When Frodo begins to sing, “Ho! Tom Bombadil!” Bombadil appears and 
“together they carried out Merry, Pippin, and Sam” (138, 139). Though Frodo could 
have escaped using the Ring’s power, he invokes the spirit of Bombadil and willingly 
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risks sacrificing himself to save his fellow Hobbits. Choosing Bombadil’s coinhering 
relationships over mere survival, the Hobbits understand the purpose of the war against 
Sauron— to amend flawed relationships, rather than to merely survive. By choosing 
coinherence rather than control, Rivendell must focus not on gaining power but freedom. 
 After defeating Sauron, the Fellowship finds salvation in coinherence rather 
than control. Despite defeating Mordor, the Fellowship understands the process of love 
remains incomplete. To completely master coinherence, they must follow Bombadil’s 
example. Announcing his intentions after the fall of Mordor, Gandalf states, 
  “I am going to have a long talk with Bombadil: such a talk as I have  
  not had in all my time. He is a moss-gatherer, and I have been a stone  
  doomed to rolling. But my rolling days are ending, and now we shall  
  have much to say to one another” (Return 974).
Because he, along with the rest of Rivendell, overcame the temptation of the Ring, Gandalf 
can begin to live as Bombadil does, freely practicing romantic relationships with the entire 
world. Similarly, Frodo finds fulfillment in Bombadil’s ethic as well. When departing for 
the Grey Havens, Frodo imagines, “It seemed to him that as in his dream in the house 
of Bombadil, the grey rain-curtain turned all to silver glass and was rolled back, and he 
beheld white shores and beyond them a far green country under a swift sunrise” (1007). 
After destroying the Ring, Frodo realizes fulfillment comes through loving relationships 
and, as he heads to the Grey Havens, understands how he can begin to fully coinhere 
with those around him, following Bombadil’s example. As they pursue Bombadil’s ethic, 
Rivendell understands the war against Sauron as a means to complete coinherence, rather 
than establish their dominion over Middle Earth. By following Bombadil’s relational 
model, Rivendell pursues coinhering relations to restore Middle Earth after the war with 
Mordor rather than merely relying on their own control. 
 As Tom introduces the Hobbits to salvation within Withywindle, he endows 
them with an understanding of good and evil, ultimately allowing them to comprehend 
how they can restore their relationships in Middle Earth. Through his discipline 
of coinherence, Bombadil evinces the purpose of Rivendell’s war against Sauron, 
not to control Middle-Earth, but to establish free relationships. By fulfilling Charles 
Williams’ romantic ideal within J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings, Tom Bombadil 
demonstrates perfect coinherence, revealing perfected relationships to the Hobbits. 
Eschewing the temptation to control others, Bombadil shows how unconditional love 
enacts the ideal of coinherence and creates fulfilling relationships.
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Abstract 
As the demand of computer processing grows, the burden placed on CPUs will increase 
as well. Computing systems produce heat, which is attracted to a metal heatsink where it 
is dissipated out of the system by a fan. Liquid cooling can be more effective, but is more 
expensive and increases the risk of damaging leaks. Peltier chips, electronic components 
which transfer heat into electricity, can be used in an effort to reclaim and reuse some of 
this waste heat. This experiment tested twelve heatsinks of various designs to maximize 
the effect of the Peltier chip. Variations in designs of the heatsinks allowed for inspection 
of designs which are not commonly seen in computer heatsinks to evaluate previously 
untested heatsink designs for use with Peltier chips. Coupled with collected data, this 
allowed for inspection of both quantitative and qualitative factors which govern the 
magnitude of the output voltage from the Peltier chip. In addition, five configurations 
of the heatsink, Peltier chip, and fan were tested, searching for arrangements that yield 
higher voltages at the lowest possible temperatures. Data showed that while voltages 
can be increased by various methods, the same methods have costs which render their 
widespread use unrealistic. Heatsinks should be redesigned to accommodate Peltier 
chips and avoid wasted energy. Improvements in heatsink designs were proposed which 
may help increase the output voltage.
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Introduction
In computers, processing units create heat, which is dangerous when it builds up. To 
eliminate this heat, computers have heatsinks––pieces of metal which attract heat. A fan 
then pushes the hot air out of the computer. Heat is a form of energy, and currently this 
energy is being wasted. Peltier chips are electronic components which consist of two 
different semiconductors encased in a ceramic coating. The semiconductors, by nature, 
conduct electricity only when certain temperature and chemical composition criteria are 
met. When heat flows through each semiconductor and meets at a junction, a potential 
difference is produced by the Seebeck effect.1 The process can also run in reverse, 
where a voltage through the Peltier chip will cause one side to heat up and the other to 
cool. This is called the Peltier effect.1,2 Peltier chips designed for room temperature 
use are typically manufactured with bismuth and tellurium as the two semiconductors. 
Previous experiments have shown Peltier chips to have limited efficiency and therefore 
limited effectiveness.3 Research by Sajid et al. suggests cooling the cold side of the chip 
is not as effective,4 and as such this experiment primarily focused on heating the hot 
side and locating heat buildup on the heatsink. If Peltier chips can be used to generate 
additional electricity, it could be used to recharge a laptop battery, or slowly charge a 
backup battery in a process called trickle charging. 
Methodology
A fitted copper sheet was placed on a hot plate, with various heatsinks set on top in turn. 
A Peltier chip was attached to each heatsink using Sywon thermal tape with 2 centimeter 
width. Multiple strips were used to fully cover and secure the chip. Arctic MX-4 thermal 
compound was also used for increased adhesion and heat transfer where a flat surface 
on the heatsink was available. The copper sheet was used to keep the hot plate clean 
of thermal tape and thermal compound and simultaneously transfer heat from the hot 
plate to the heatsink on top. Computer fans were connected to power supplies to mimic 
the forced convection a heatsink experiences in a computer. For each of the heatsinks, 
a control trial was performed to determine its normal heating and cooling cycle with a 
fan. Vernier stainless steel and wire temperature probes measured the temperature at 
different points on the heatsink. The points were at equal height on the heatsink so the 
temperature can be assumed to be nearly equal to the surface beneath the Peltier chip. 
Two types of probes were used because the wire probe provided flexibility, but it became 
less accurate at high temperatures. A steel probe was also placed on the cold side of the 
Peltier chip. A Vernier differential voltage probe measured the voltage output from the 
Peltier chip. The graphical results were obtained using the Vernier software LoggerPro. 
Pictures of the tested heatsinks are shown in Figure 1, and descriptions in Table 1.
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Figure 1 - Composite image of the twelve heatsinks tested
 
 A 12 centimeter by 12 centimeter 12 Volt fan was used in the setups for Heatsinks 
1, 2, 3 and 5. A smaller fan, 8 centimeter by 8 centimeter, but also 12 Volts was used with 
Heatsinks 6-11. Heatsinks 4 and 12 were tested with the fans they were manufactured 
with. This allowed for testing of each heatsink in a manner most similar to its intended 
purpose based on its size. Larger heatsinks are used in larger electronics which produce 
more heat and consequently have larger fans, and therefore the fans were changed so the 
setup would be as realistic as possible. In every case, each individual heatsink was tested 
with the same fan throughout all of its trials to maintain consistency.
 Twelve different heatsinks of various designs were tested, and their maximum 
temperatures with and without the Peltier chip attached were recorded. To improve 
efficiency, several different configurations of the above-mentioned materials were tested. 
These tests were only conducted on Heatsink 1, because it has a design typical of a 
heatsink found in computers, and produced voltages substantial enough to easily measure 
any variation resulting from changing the setup. The tested configurations included;
 1) Using two Peltier chips on the same heatsink,
2) Placing a copper sheet at the back of the heatsink and placing the Peltier chip on the  
     reverse,
3) Placing a second, smaller heatsink on the cold side of the Peltier chip,
4) Placing the Peltier chip between the fan and the heatsink in effort to cool the cold      
     side, and
5) Placing the Peltier chip in a hole milled in a piece of aluminum, in an effort to            
    encompass the hot side of the Peltier chip.
These modifications can be seen in Figure 2.
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Table 1 - List of materials and dimensions of the twelve tested heatsinks
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Figure 2 – Composite image of the five tested Configurations
 For Configuration 1, it was expected that the voltage output would be slightly 
more than doubled. This is because the Peltier chips are assumed to be equally effective, 
and the increased area of the heatsink they cover will lead to a greater heat build-up, 
increasing the temperature on the hot side. Configuration 2 was tested on the hypothesis 
that the fan blows hot air out through the fins, so the copper sheet would serve to absorb 
that heat. The Peltier chip works by heat transfer, so cooling the cold side was thought to 
serve as potentially useful. In Configuration 3, the second heatsink was proposed to pull 
heat from the cold side. Configuration 4 was predicted to work by similar logic. The cold 
side is predicted to stay cooler, but there will be much less contact area on the heatsink. 
Configuration 5 would ideally help trap heat around all four edges of the chip in addition 
to the hot side and shelter it from the cold air pushed by the fan. Since this setup had a 
separate piece of metal attached to the heatsink, a control trial was performed with the 
milled piece flipped over and the Peltier chip fixed to the flat side of the aluminum.
 All five Configurations were predicted to either cool the cold side of the chip or 
heat the hot side, but the effects of turbulent air flow and how much of an improvement 
it is over attaching a Peltier chip on the side of the heatsink remain unknown and may 
hinder their practicality.
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Results
The recorded results for the twelve tested heatsinks can be seen in Table 2. The similar 
data for the five various configurations follow in Tables 3-9.
Table 2 - Maximum voltages and corresponding temperatures for the twelve tested 
heatsinks 
Table 3 - Collected data for the standard configuration
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Table 4 - Collected data for Configuration 1
Table 5 - Collected data for Configuration 2
Table 6 - Collected data for Configuration 3
Table 7 - Collected data for Configuration 4
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Table 8 - Collected data for Configuration 5
Table 9 - Collected data for the control of Configuration 5
Analysis
An expected result was that when the Peltier chip was applied, the temperature of 
the heatsink would increase. This was due to the Peltier chip covering up part of the 
heatsink surface, which limits its capacity to attract heat. Heatsinks 6 through 11 did see 
a decrease, and that may be due to the fact that the Peltier chip is the same size or slightly 
smaller than those heatsinks. As for heatsinks 1 through 5 and 12, which were larger, 
the absence of a temperature drop may be explained by a few reasons. First, heatsinks 
1 and 4 saw very small increases, which may not be consistent given additional trials. 
Second, the designs of heatsinks 2 and 5 differ greatly from most computer heatsinks - 2 
resembles a radio antenna and may have been used for mounting, and 5 has an unusual 
shape suggesting it was made for a specific purpose, and has no flat surface for the 
Peltier chip to be attached to. Heatsink 12 is highly efficient at dissipating heat, and did 
not allow for any significant thermal energy buildup.
 A trend seen in the data is that higher voltages were obtained when testing 
smaller heatsinks at higher temperatures (usually in the 40 to 50 degree Celsius range). 
In the way they were tested, the Peltier chip was placed on top of the fins or pins, so it 
was parallel to the base. This configuration would not restrict airflow with a fan blowing 
air parallel to the heatsink base.
 While two of the tested Configurations produced voltages greater than the 
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standard setup, they were not without effects which compromise their performance. 
Configuration 1 yielded voltages greater than the standard configuration at lower 
temperatures, however that was predicted due to the presence of two Peltier chips. The 
result is that it prevents the heatsink from gathering and dissipating heat effectively.
 Configuration 2 gave somewhat lower voltages at approximately the same 
temperatures. The copper sheet at the back did not absorb enough energy from the hot 
air pushed back from the fan to be efficient. More heat could be absorbed by the sheet 
by placing angled metal on top of the heatsink to deflect hot air back towards it, but this 
would greatly impact the heatsinks ability to dissipate heat.
 Configuration 3 had no noticeable increase in voltage. However, there are 
concerns about what may happen when the system reaches equilibrium and the Peltier 
chip may begin transferring heat back into the cold side of the Peltier chip.
 Configuration 4 produced an increase in voltage at lower temperatures, but the 
Peltier chip between the fan and the heatsink does block air and likely creates turbulence 
behind the Peltier chip.
 Configuration 5, with the milled piece of aluminum, yielded much lower voltages 
than the standard configuration. It is important to note, however, that the milled piece 
was attached to the heatsink with thermal tape, and therefore would not have the same 
temperature as the heatsink unless the connection was airtight. A further test would be 
recommended where a hole is milled directly into the heatsink. This was not possible on 
the heatsink used in this experiment since the thin fins would likely be warped by the force 
of the mill. Even when comparing the data to its control, however, there is a decrease in 
voltage output. One possible explanation is that the milled piece was exposed to a large 
amount of air moved by the fan. This would have a large effect even with a small air gap 
between the milled piece and the heatsink, since most heat from the heatsink would be 
blown away by the fan before it reached the milled piece of aluminum.
Conclusions
Several outcomes of this experiment are listed as follows;
1. Using Peltier chips as thermoelectric generators on heatsinks is currently not a  
 reasonable modification.
2. The reasoning for the previous statement is because effective heatsinks don’t  
 store enough thermal energy to generate a practical voltage.
3. Peltier chips could be used in this application if there are improvements in  
 Peltier chip materials or heatsink design.
It was expected that the addition of a Peltier chip would increase the temperature of 
the heatsink, and this was confirmed. On all the smaller heatsinks, (6-11) temperature 
increases of at least 5 degrees Celsius were observed. The larger heatsinks experienced 
smaller increases in temperature, but this may still be unfavorable. A temperature 
increase in the heatsink signals a concurring decrease in efficiency of the heatsink. Over 
a long period of time, this will contribute to a thermal energy buildup in the computer if 
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it is running for several hours.
 To adapt Peltier chip technology to heatsinks, there will have to be a design 
change in either heatsinks or Peltier chips. On the latter, a recent development is using 
organic, polymer-based conductors in the chips5. Thus far, the method has had limited 
success, but remains promising as more about the conductive nature of the polymers 
becomes known. As for redesigning heatsinks, this experiment showed that cooling 
the cold side is effective, but not practical for air flow. Instead, future designs should 
focus on heating the opposite side. One possibility, as mentioned above, is to test a 
heatsink with a milled hole to fit a Peltier chip directly into one of the outside fins. This 
would have more heat flowing directly into the Peltier chip than what was tested in this 
experiment. Another possibility is to have the hot side of the Peltier chip on the top of 
the base, and the bottom of the fins arched slightly to allow room for the Peltier chip. 
This may cause turbulence, but the resulting airflow could potentially cool the cold side 
of the Peltier chip.
 The authors of this paper see the current state of this applied technology is not 
efficient for practical usage without improvements. With a small increase in voltage 
output, perhaps to the 0.5 Volt range, trickle charging may be an efficient option to 
charge computers and other electronics as their batteries are being used. For comparison, 
a typical computer fan has a maximum input of 12 Volts, so a self-cooling setup requires 
more efficient technology.
109
Augsburg Honors Review
Citations
Abdel-Motaleb, I., & Qadri, S. (2017). Thermoelectric Devices: Principles and Future  
 Trends.
Drebushchak, V. (2008). The Peltier effect. Journal of Thermal Analysis and   
 Calorimetry, 91(1), 311-315.
Martinez, A., Astrain, D., & Rodriguez, A. (2011). Experimental and analytical study  
 on thermoelectric self-cooling of devices. Energy, 36(8), 5250-5260.
Sajid, M., Hassan, I., & Rahman, A. (2017). An overview of cooling of thermoelectric  
 devices. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 78, 15-22.
Bubnova, O., & Crispin, X. (2012). Towards Polymer-based Organic Thermoelectric  
 Generators. Energy & Environmental Science, 9345-9362.
110
111
Augsburg Honors Review
Lukas Barbuscak
What Makes a Soccer Player Expensive? Analyzing the Transfer Activity of the Richest 
Soccer Teams 
Lukas Barbuscak is a senior at Augsburg University, majoring in Economics and 
International Business. In his studies, he focuses mostly on microeconomics, social 
entrepreneurship, and environmental issues. When he is not studying, he is probably 
working at his IT internship, tutoring a fellow student, or watching a good film. He 
loves learning new things, and is passionate about anything related to economics, video 
games, and informational technology. The paper published in Augsburg Honors Review 
is his successful departmental honors project. As a long-term goal, he hopes to get a PhD 
in Economics, and be a real contributor in the field of microeconomics.
Brandon Best
Romantic Theology as Revelation through Tom Bombadil and Goldberry in Tolkien’s 
Lord of the Rings
Brandon Best is graduating from Cedarville University with a B.A. in English this May. 
He wrote this essay during a course on The Inklings and their mythology where he 
wanted to explore, as his dad had pointed out, that Tom Bombadil was the one character 
in The Lord of the Rings that couldn’t be transposed onto film. He enjoys reading Joan 
Didion, Wallace Stevens, and Denis Johnson. In addition to critical essays, he also 
enjoys writing poetry and nonfiction. After graduation, he hopes to teach English or 
work in advocacy.
Matthew Choquette
Feasibility of Peltier Chips as Thermoelectric Generators on Heatsinks
Matthew Choquette is a junior at Hamline University in Saint Paul, Minnesota. He is 
majoring in physics with minors in mathematics and political science. After graduation, 
his goals are to attend graduate school for aerospace engineering and to obtain a job in the 
same industry designing spacecraft. He is the president of the Innovators, Designers and 
Engineers Association (IDEA) and the Innovation Forum (IF) at Hamline University, both 
of which introduce students to the innovation process. Outside of academics, Choquette 
enjoys following everything related to baseball, playing classic rock on the piano, and 
reading science fiction novels. He is an avid fan of miscellaneous trivia and puns. He’d 
like to write one here, but he just hit his funny bone and can’t think of a humorous one.
About the Contributors
112
About the Contributors
Jackie Docka
Frankenstein: A Feminist Interpretation of Gender Construction
Jackie Docka is a graduating senior at Augsburg University in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
At the end of April, she will graduate summa cum laude and with departmental honors. 
She is an English and Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies double major. Her research 
interests include queer and feminist theory, literary theory, post-structuralism, critiquing 
Library of Congress subject headings, and Foucauldian discourse analysis. When she’s 
not doing coursework, she’s frequently found with her nose in a book, writing or talking 
about books, or updating her Goodreads account. Jackie hopes to continue her studies 
at the graduate level in either literature or library science. Her passions include reading, 
history, accessibility to both, tea, annihilating her friends at board games and trivia, 
and dogs. She hopes that this will be the first of many published academic papers. The 
analysis included in the volume was written for a Reason and Romanticism course she 
took her first semester at Augsburg after transferring from Minneapolis Community and 
Technical College. 
Katherine Pye
A Community Under Attack: The Foundations and Development of Islamism in London
Katherine Pye is in her final year of undergraduate study in History and Politics at 
Magdalen College, Oxford University. After graduation, she will go on to complete an 
MSc in International Relations theory at the London School of Economics, where she 
holds an offer. She has a particular interest in the study of extremism across religions 
and ideologies and through postgraduate research will be looking to explore the ways 
in which governmental and intergovernmental institutions such as those of the EU can 
respond to this challenge. She hopes to pursue a career in academic or policy research 
in this area. Her paper was researched and completed through the Laidlaw Scholarship 
programme at Oxford; she is due to present her findings at the British Conference 
of Undergraduate Research 2018. Special thanks go to Professor Sian Pooley at the 
University of Oxford.
Dillon Ranstrom
Feasibility of Peltier Chips as Thermoelectric Generators on Heatsinks
Dillon Ranstrom is a senior physics major at Hamline University. Dillon entered 
Hamline University with the goal of obtaining a degree in physics that would eventually 
lead into a field of engineering. Dillon’s interest in the field stems from his high school 
robotics team and his desire understand the workings of things around him. The idea 
for this research in part came out of a previous year’s discarded topic that involved 
the thermoelectric devices used in this paper. This knowledge combined with Dillon’s 
experience with computers lead to the proposed project. Dillon’s interest in this project 
came from two sources; his experience in his high school First Robotics Team, as well as 
113
Augsburg Honors Review
the presence of technology in his life. His experiences in First Robotics actually served 
to lend a hand to this project in the form of metalworking skills. Graduating in May, 
Dillon’s interest in engineering has not fallen one bit, and he looks forward to taking the 
next step.
Erin Thompson
Deconstructing “Jack:” How Jack the Ripper Became More Fiction than Fact
Erin Thompson is completing her junior year of Augsburg University where she is 
pursuing an undergraduate degree in history. This manuscript grew out of a high school 
English project, which was then extended and revised for a research paper she completed 
in Fall 2017 as a part of one of her degree requirements at Augsburg. Though the paper 
involved areas of true crime and historical fiction, she intends to pursue a masters degree 
in military history after graduation in Spring 2019.
Jaz Vallin
Organizational Deviance: The Case of the Baltimore City Detention Center
Jaz Vallin is from Las Vegas, Nevada. She is graduating this spring from Augsburg 
University in Minneapolis with a B.A. in Sociology, with a concentration in crime and 
deviance, as well as a minor in political science. Her paper was written for a class 
on organizational crime and deviance, and she is excited to contribute to the body of 
organizational sociology. Her other interests include connecting popular culture to 
sociological theory, including superhero movies, Dungeons and Dragons, sports, and 
astronomy. She hopes to continue using her sociological studies after graduation and 
plans on entering the nonprofit sector.
2211 Riverside Ave.
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Submit to:
honrview@augsburg.edu
Guidelines:
honorsreview.wordpress.com
